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This research is a survey research to examine factors influencing alcohol consumption in
junior high school students in Chaiyaphum Province. The data collection was performed with 72
subjects. The study tools were questionnaire and in-dept interviews. The data was analyzed with
description statistics : mean, percentage, t-test, F-test, chi-square test and content analysis.

The research result shows that the factor of attitude towards alcohol consumption, peer
pressure, school regulation, alcohol trade source access, family relationship, advertisement
influence and model influence had influence on alcohol consumption behavior. The factor of
alcohol consumption effect awareness has no influence on alcohol consumption behavior.

The result of the in-depth interviews can be summed up as follows: On alcohol
consumption effect awareness, it was found that most students were aware of alcohol
consumption effects, but they still had misunderstanding about the bodily effects, such as
drinking alcohol enlivens the body and drinking over a period of time does not cause ones to
become addicted. On the attitude towards alcohol consumption, it was found that the majority of
the students thought that alcohol consumption was a normal behavior for most people. Most of
the male students had bad attitude towards females who drink alcoholic beverages. Female
students thought that females’ alcoholic drinking is not a shameful thing. On family relationship,
it was found that most parents did not encourage students to consume alcohol, but they drank with
students witnessing, and often quarreled after drinking alcoholic beverage. Besides, they told
students to go purchase alcoholic beverage for them. On school regulation, it was found that the
school prohibited alcohol drinking but the penalty did not appear clear. Thus, it was possible that
the school regulation was not strict. Most students had drunk alcohol within the school area, the

locations being in the classroom and behind school buildings, and the occasions being school
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activities, for example, sport game and New Year. The 89" graders had drunk alcohol in the
school area by disguising it in the water bottle and using the straw like when taking in fresh
water, without being noticed and punished by teachers. On alcohol trade source access, it was
found that alcoholic beverages can be purchased easily. Students have bought alcoholic
beverages during school hours from stores close to schools and in the community they reside in,
without the sellers ever asking for whom they were purchasing, and if the students did not have
money, the sellers would allow them to bring the money later when they could. On peer pressure,
it was found that most students drank alcohol for the first time because of friends’ invitation.
Most of the friends had drunk alcoholic beverages before. Moreover, hanging out with friends
always involved alcohol consumption. The person who did not drink would be criticized as
unfashionable, old-fashioned, a loser. Usually when students drank alcohol, they would drink
with friends, sharing money purchase it. Whoever had the most shared the most, and in most
cases if there was insufficient money the students would ask for some from other friends. If
refused, the students would reprimand the persons who refused. On advertisement influence, it
was found that most students were informed of new alcoholic drinks from television and saw the
characters on the television programs drink alcoholic beverage, so they thought alcohol
consumption was a normal thing. On model influence, it was found that students had seen
models drink alcoholic beverage to intoxication and ask them to acquire alcoholic beverage for
them, until they felt that alcohol consumption was a normal behavior. However, most students
still thought that they had inappropriate behavior and should behave themselves as good examples

instead.





