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Rapid tourism development growth together with globalization has brought radical changes in the
local landscapes in Thailand especially those cultural landscape villages and towns in the Local
Thailand. Cultural tourism has attracted an increasing number of tourists because of those unique
cultural features. However, many scholars state that the rapid tourism development brings economic
benefits, at the same time, results in a series of problems that threaten further its development and
protection of historical areas. Under these phcnomenal, for instance, historical areas have been
radically transformed by thousands of legal or illegal building requirements. Public works and
infrastructures have a great impact on local tourism environment creating an endless old-new
continuum. These changes pose new challenges that must be faced in an appropriatc way in
accordance with the sustainable tourism.

The aim of this research is to contribute to a critical approach of the problem that the
uniqueness of cultural landscape, the Sagaekrang River Community, is facing by unplanned tourism
development growth as well as of the applicable solutions for community to conserve and develop its
own landscape. The research that principally employs the qualitative methods and techniques
attempts to formulate the design guidelines under the participatory approach. By this approach, local
people are able to voice their interests through the decision-making process. Furthermore, the
research endeavors to investigate the applicable tools and mechanisms as well as the lessons learn at
local levels in order to examine the possibility for the fonnation of design guideline toward the
sustainable development. The research also focuses on the issues of development and conservation
particularly to form the participatory design guidelines. The research objectives are: a) to study and
analyze the present architectural and environmental characteristics, the public infrastructure and
utility services, and socio-economic characteristics of the community; b) to analyze the potential and
limitation under the conservation and development. It was found that the participatory design
guidelines are practicable through a various degree of engagements from both state and their
citizenries; and ¢) to formulate the design guideline with the local community. However, there are
two factors of conservation for the community. Firstly, the conservation that can be classified into
two types: the structure of the house and the environment which are tangible, and the concept of these
including its social economic and cultural distinctive features which have been the community’s
heritage. Secondly, the improvement and development in the form of conservation can be concluded
into five functions: Different conservation incentive and government support; Public relations work;
Organization establishment; Conservation zone; and Area development. In terms of improvement, a

thorough thought ought to be given in order to prevent any alternation or changes the original

characters of the houses and all connecting ways of living.





