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(Bioactive cyclopeptide alkaloids from Ziziphus cambodiana)
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Plasmodium falciparum

Chemical investigations of the root bark of Ziziphus cambodiana Pierre (family
Rhamnaceae) resulted in the isolation of two new 14-membered cyclopeptides, cambodine A
(ZC-M1) and cambodine B (ZC-M4), and two previously reported alkaloids, frangufoline (ZC-
M2) and lotusanine (ZC-M3). The structures of the new compounds were elucidated on the
basis of spectroscopic analysis, especially 1D- and 2D- NMR and MS techniques, and by
comparison of their data with other related known compounds. The stereochemical assignments
of the new compounds were established by comparison of their data with other related
compounds of known stereochemistry. All metabolites were tested for antiplasmodial activity,

however, none of them was active against the parasite Plasmodial falciparum.
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