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The purposes of the study were as follows : TE 1 5 9 3 2 2

i. To find out the opinions of the local community leaders in Khuntan District
about the role of the Tambol administrative organizations in conserving the Mae Eng river, and

2. to identify the factors influencing the role of the Tambol administrative
organizations in conserving the Mae Eng river.

A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 130 local community
leaders , i.e., administration and members of the Tambol administrative organizations,
governmerit officials, subdistrict heads, and all the village heads in Tambol Patan,
Tambol Ta and Tambol Yanghom in Khuntan District, Chiangrai Province. Percentage, t-test,

and F-test were employed to compare the difference between and among subgroups.

The findings were briefly stated as follows :

1. The subjects stated that the Tambol administrative organizations
played a moderate role in conserving the Mae Eng river. This finding was alsc true for
all the dimensions : acknowledgement of information related to environment and natural
resource conservation, knowledge and understanding about environment and natural
resource conservation, gaining benefits from the river, and the role of local community

leaders.



TE1359322

2. The factors found to influence the role of the Tambol administrative
organizations were gaining benefits from the river, getting information about environment and
natural resource conservation, and knowledge and understanding about the environmental
problems. On the contrary, marital status, age, education, occupation , and income of local
community feaders were found to have no influence on the role of the Tambo! administration

organizations in conserving the Mae Eng river in Khuntan District, Chiangrai Province

Recommendations

1. Agencies concerned, namely, the local government , the watershed
management and conservation unit, educational institutions, and the Tambol
administrative organizations in Khuntan District, should increase their role by launching
campaigns for people to conserve the river, to have a good knowledge and
understanding about how to conserve the natural resources and the environment,
especially, promoting the conservation of local cuiture, holding activities and exhibitions
for environmental conservation, and training courses or seminars to spread the
knowledge about river ccnservation , including watershed forests.

2. The Tambol administrative organizations in khuntan District should set
a plan and activities to ccnserve natural resources and the environment, particularly activities
conceming disposal of waste in the rivers, prevention of water pollution through treatment
before releasing water into the river and 1o promote eco-tourism.  Funds may be requested
from related agencies such as the provincial administrative organization and tourism Authority
of Thailand. People should be given an opportunity to participate in setting a plan for
conserving natural resources and the environment in the community.

3. The Tambol administrative organizations in Khuntan District should
increase their role in cooperating with other agencies and asking people for
cooperation. Especially, they should collaborate with educational institutions and health
centers in making peopie and students realize the importance of conserving natural
resources and the environment because conserving the river is the responsibilities of all

parties.



