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The research was conducted for the following three objectives : 1) to study the principle
of the Forest Steward Council (FSC) ; 2) to reveal the environmental, social and economic factors
related to the sustainable forest management based on the FSC standard, and 3) to identify the
problems and to seek suggestion to increase the potential of the sustainable forest management to
reach the FSC standard. A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 50 members of the
Phayao Forest Cooperatives. The statistics for data collection were frequency, percentage, mean,

standard deviation, t-test and F-test.

The findings were briefly stated as follows:

The knowledge of the principle of FSC as a whole and in three aspects were found to be
high (X = 1.73 out of 2.00 points) The knowledge of social and the economic aspects was found
to be high (X = 1.79 and 1.78 respectively) and that of the environmental aspect was moderate
(X =1.62)

All the factors study were found to have no relationship with the management based on
the principle ¢f FSC standard. These factors were age, education, inconie, size of forest land, fund
source, cost per rai, and knowledge about the principle of FSC standard.

The problems faced by the samples was : 1) The wood was secretly felled. 2) The wood
was stolen. 3) The pets disturbed them. 4) They did not understand the law about forest and the

regulations of the cooperative. 5) The forest was encroached. 6) The fence was removed.
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The cconomic problems were 1) The wood could not be sold because there was no
market. 2) The wood price was low. 3) The wood trees grew slowly. 4) The soil was poor.

5) The insect penetrated the tumko.

Recommendations

1. The agriculturalist should grew forests in which there is a mixture of wood trees
and fruit trees, c'rops and vegetables and the like to in increase their income.

2. The teak branches, cut when there are too many, which are small and should be
used to make furniturc. They should not be sold without being processed.

3. The Forest Cooperative should do the following :

1) It should provide its members with training so that they have a knowledge about
cooperatives, rules and regulations and the rclated law. 2) It should provide its member with
a knowledge about the forest law, including all related ministerial rules and regulations.
3) All the problems faced by the members should be submitted to the government agency
concerned (in case that the cooperative cannot solve them by itself). 4) New fund sources should
be sought from both the public and the private sectors, including land-devoted or rent.
5) The wood processing factory shou!d be established to process the wood, thus adding more
value to it.

4. The government sector should give financial support to the forest cooperative so that

the agriculturalists who grow forest will have enough fund to grow forests as targeted.



