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The purpose of the study was twofold : 1) to reveal the effectiveness of growing
toxic-iree rice and the change of the farming method, and 2) to identify the problems
and to seek suggestions about growing toxic-free rice.

A structured interview seclude and in-depth interview were used to collect the
data from 30 farmers who grew toxic-iree rice in Tambon Ban Don, U-thong district,
Supanburi Province. Percentage, mean and standard deviation were employed to
analyze the data.

Findings. Most of the farmers were ready in terms of production inuts. That is,
they had their own garble land and could get irrigated water for cultivation all the year
round. Most could select rice grains for their own use. They had machines and local
raw material {o produce manure, decompose, and herbs for repelling insects, The
support factors were also ready, particularly technical support, which brought about the
effectiveness in growing toxic-free rice. Non-govermment organizations had offered
training courses to them continuously. They also continuously received related
information, which enabled them to have a deep knowledge and understanding about

growing toxic-free rice.
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The findings about the yields and profit per rai revealed that farming by using
bio-subtonic would give a yield of 70-89 bushels per rai. The yield was lower than
farming by using chemical substances, but the production cost of the former method
was lower. Therefore the farmers cold have a little higher profit (2,580.21 baht
compared with 2502.31 baht per rai they could reduce their debts, Because farming by

using bio-substance could revive the soil and the environme i, including the farmers’

health.

Recommendaticas

1. Both public and private agencies should help the farmers to find markets for

their produces.

2. Both public and private agencies should conduct research to reduce the

production cost.

3. There should be a campaign by the government agency concerned on the

use of bio-substances in farming.





