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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to compare the verbal memory abilities of
the elderly with dementia and normal elderly using the Rey Auditory Verbal Learning
Test (RAVLT).

The sample group consists of 37 elderly out patients with dementia at the
Memory Clinic of the Chiang Ma Neurological Hospital and 37 normal elderly people
from the Chiang Ma Neurological Hospital Elderly club who had been screened for
dementia and depression through the Thai Mental State Examination (TMSE) and the
Tha Mental Health Questionnaire (TMHQ). Data is collected using RAVLT to evauate
verbal memory and the results compared using the t-test and Mann Whitney-U test.

The research found that elderly patients with dementia had False Positive
and Miss scores that were significantly higher than normal elderly people, whereas
scores for almost al other aspects were significantly lower than the normal elderly,
except for Proactive Interference, Retroactive Interference, Error, and Error
Association where no significant differences were found. This shows that the test is
able to distinguish elderly people with dementia and normal elderly people. The
research findings have helped to prove the test as able to screen problems with
auditory verbal leaning among elderly patients with dementia. This test is aso
convenient to administer and does not disturb the patient.
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