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The three objectives of the study were TE 1593 47

1. to find out the level of political participation of the people in the
Tambon Wiangchiangsaen Municipality in Chiangrai Province;

2. to peint out the factors affecting their participation in politics;

3. to draw out some suggestions on how to encourage to people to
participate in politics.

The sample included 250 eligible people who lived in the Tambon
Wiangctiangsazn Municipality in Chiangrai Province. A questionnaire was employed
as the instrument for data collection. Percentage, mean and standard deviation were
used to describe the data and F-test was used to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summed up below :

1. The factors considered in ﬁndihg out the degree of people’s
participation in politics were the use of the right to vote, following the political
situation, participation in political activities, and expressing political opinions. As a

whole, the people in the study were found to participate in politics at a moderate level.

2. The factors significantly related to their political participation
were gender, age, education, marital status, occupation, income, access to political
information from mass media, length of time one followed political news, and
knowledge and understanding about democracy. On the other hand, number of
residential ye:rs in the municipality and membership of different groups there were

not significantly related to their participation in politics.

Recommendations

1. The govermnment should provide people with a knowledge and
understanding of the Constitution of the Thai Kingdom, B.E. 2540, especially local
government and decentralization of power.

2. People should be interested in participating in political activities and
in expressing political opinions.

3. The municipality should open the news-spreading tower to enable
people living far away from the community to receive political news and political

movement all the time.

4. The municipality should set up a mobile unit to meet people of all

groups, particularly wage-earners, so that they will know their problems and needs.





