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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the discourses regarding Thai
traditional medicine and to explain the contestation of knowledge and resistance of
Thai traditional medicine in the community hospital context. Michel Foucault’s
concept of power was applied as a theoretical framework.

The researcher used qualitative research methodology with five in-depth
interviews among Thai traditional medicine practitioners and massage staff, and eight
key informants, medical doctors, a pharmacist, nurses, and patients, together with non-
participant observation in the community hospital.

The findings of this study indicate that Thai traditional medicine exists in
the hospital within a variety of discourses that included biomedical science discourses,
Thai traditional medicine discourses, and modern discourses. Biomedical science
discourses portrayed Thai traditional medicine as having a choice of treatment, old-
fashioned, Ayurvedic and non-scientific, unprofessional, and less knowledgeable. Thai
traditional medicine discourses represented Thai traditional medicine in holistic health
care, health promotion, natural products, safety, and the healer, while modern
discourses focus on cost reduction. A contestation of these discourses was found
within the setting of the hospital’s services. Some Thai traditional medicine
practitioners negotiated to have space in the hospital by maintaining self-subjectivity
and identity, public relations, integrated and intervened knowledge, and someone
resistance by denial, and refusal to serve.

The study suggests that recognition for and providing the space in decision
making regarding Thai traditional medicine is important for the integration of Thai
traditional medicine and biomedicine in the hospital. The knowledge of Thai
traditional medicine is not only a practice of mhor nuad (Thai massage) or a use of
active chemical substances in herbal medicine, but also a knowledge set for holistic
treatment.
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