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WOMEN WITH UNWANTED BODY: EXPERIENCES OF FEMALE PATIENTS WITH
VASCULAR MALFORMATION
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ABSTRACT

This study was to define the perception and the experiences of female patients with
vascular malformation using the concept of defining the body as individual body ;
mind,matter,psyche,soul,self,etc., social body, a natural body for thinking about relationships
among nature, society, and culture and medical body , body under the medical system
management. Qualitative methodology was applied through in-depth interviews and observation
conducted with 10 female patients with vascular malformation, content analysis and a description
of the words used by interviewees.

The results revealed that female patients with vascular malformation defined their
own bodies using many terms and consideration of relations among refer to the individual body,
i.e, alienated body, ugly body, unattractive body for opposite sex, tortured body, body reflecting
past karma, and burdensome body. The social body, i.e, mocked body, funny body, ugly and
unaccepted body, suspected body and not base on the role of wife and mother. At the last of
analysis is the medical body under the medical system management ,this malformed body was
given meaning that the body was disease and incurable.This study pointed that female patients with
vascular malformation defined their own bodies many terms of relations each other not the medical
meaning defined as having disease or sickness only but the body had defined socio-cultural
meaning affecting to experiences ,behaviour and self-confidence in relation to the definition of
beauty and value include the gender role of women.

The recommendations from the study are that the medical personnel should be
understand the social context of the patient's culture. The gender dimension, especially in relation

to the onset of illness to enhance the quality of life and quality of service even better.

KEY WORDS : VASCULAR MALFORMATION/ INDIVIDUAL BODY/ SOCIAL BODY/
MEDICAL BODY
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