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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to describe the grammar of the Bouyei
language including phonology, morphology, and syntax. This language is mainly
spoken and written in the south, the southwest, and the central parts of Guizhou in
China by approximately 2,500,000 speakers. It belongs to the Kam-Tai branch of the
Tai-Kadai language family. All data collected from relevant documents and the native
Bouyei informants living in China were analyzed with the computer software
programs FieldWorks Language Explorer, PRAAT, and Phonology Assistant. The
approach of the study is based on the tagmemic theory, initiated by Kenneth L. Pike in
the 1950s.

The study revealed that the Bouyei language was influenced by Mandarin
Chinese in all ranks of grammatical hierarchy, especially phonemes and morphemes,
because of language contact. However, the syntactic structure of the Bouyei language
is mostly still similar to other Tai-Kadai languages.
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