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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the speech act of request in Burmese in terms of
forms, patterns, strategies, and politeness. The main data were collected by
questionnaires supplemented bydata from observations. Burmese requests were
analyzed based on the model of Blum-Kulka, House and Kasper (1989) and the
politeness theory of Brown and Levinson (1987).

The results show that Burmese requests can be formed with four
linguistic constructions: imperative, interrogative, negative, and declarative
constructions. The common form of Burmese request is the verb plus politeness
marker ol /pa/ which can be used in every situation regardless of any social factors.

Request utterances consist of four components: head-act, alerter, supportive move,
and request indicator. The first three components are also in common with other
languages, while the last one emerged in this study. As for the request strategies used
by Burmese people, there are three main strategies: direct, conventional indirect, and
nonconventional indirect strategies. In terms of the preference strategy, both direct
and conventional indirect requests are preferred in Burmese requests. This does not
support the universal request phenomena proposed by Blum-Kulka et al.
Additionally, in order to make an appropriate request in different contexts, request
utterances were redressed by both external and internal modifications either to
decrease or increase the force of the request. As an intrinsic face threatening act,
requests can be made by using different politeness strategies. There are five
politeness strategies found: bald on record, on record with redressive action by
positive politeness, on record with redressive action by negative politeness, off
record, and don't do FTA. These politeness strategies are the same as those proposed
by Brown and Levinson, however, there are some sub-strategies which reflect the
characteristic of Burmese.
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