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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to describe the phonological system of Dara-
ang and Da-ang, Palaung dialects spoken in Thailand and Myanmar, respectively.
This investigation focuses on vowel length and word-final denasalization occurring in
both dialects. Dara-ang data were collected at No-Lae Village, Chiang Mai Province,
Thailand, while Da-ang data were collected at Nyaung Gone Village, Kalaw City,
Shan State, Myanmar.

The finding reveals that initial consonant and vowel inventories in Dara-
ang and Da-ang are identical. The Da-ang system of final consonants, however,

differs from Dara-ang due to the diachronic development of the finals, i.e., *-n
merged with -n and *-n denasalized to -k. The vowel system of Dara-ang and Da-ang

has phonemic vowel length for non-high central vowels /3 o & a/. Acoustic findings, in

addition, show that difference in the duration of phonemic short and long vowels is
statistically significant, while phonemic short and long vowels also differ in terms of
vowel quality. As proposed in this study, in Dara-ang and Da-ang, there are two types
of denasaization: partial and complete densalization. Nasal place of articulation is the
trigger of the complete denasalization in Da-ang. In addition to nasal place of
articulation, vowel height and vowel length are the triggers of the partial
denasalization in Dara-ang. The denasalization of word-final nasals originated at a
velar point of articulation, but the process of spreading to another nasal place of
articulation is dialect-specific. This study argues that denasalized nasal in Dara-ang,
which is realized as a voiceless oral stop followed by voiced nasal release, is an
allophone of the plain nasal. Furthermore, acoustic analysis suggests that duration of
the preceding vowel had a significant effect on the oral closure portion of the
denasalized nasals.
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