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The purpose of the research was twofold : 1) to study the legal measures in
the municipal laws of the Yala Municipality and other laws related of the conservation of
the Pattani River, and 2) to find out the opinions of the employees working in the Office
of the Yala Municipality about following the municipal law concerning the conservation of
the Paitani river. The data came from acacemic documents and publications, laws
concerning the environment, including the municipal law of the Yala Municipality. Also,
the primary data were collected by in-depth interviewing 6 key informants who were
government officials at the administrative level in the Office of the Yala Municipality.

The findings were summed up as follows:

1. Study of the legal measure that the Yala Municipality used for concerning
the Pattani river.

From the documentary study, especially the legal measures specified in the
Acts and the municipal law passed by the Yala Municipality, it could be seen that the
Municipality did not have a law that was directly used with the conservation of the
Pattani river, although several Act gave authority for the Municipality to pass their own
law. For example, the Act of Promoting and Maintaining the Environmental Quality, B.E.
2535 prescribed that the mayor was responsibie to pass the municipal laws that were in

line with the Acts and enforce those laws.
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However, the municipal law that was passed by the Yala Municipality and
could be applied to the conservation of the Pattani river was concerned with the solid
waste and garbage disposal (B.E.2544). However, this law applied to only the solid
waste and garbage disposal in the communily, not the toxic waste from industrial
factures which was released into public ditches in the Yala municipality before flowing to
the Pattani river. Besides, enforcement of general laws on the environmental
conservation in the Yala Municipality was not effective enough because the government
agencies in the central administration, in the region and in the local areas also played a
part in conserving the environment so there was overlapping of power.

2. Opinions of the employees in the local government on the legal measures
for conserving the Pattani river.

Most stated that the municipal law required only the collection of the service
fee but did not prescribe any penaity for those who violated the law. The fact that the
Yala Municipality did not pass a law concerning the penalty because the waste water
problem in the municipality was not very serious and it was possible to control the

quality of water before it flowed into the Pattani river.

Recommendations

1. The Yala Municipality should pass more laws about the environment,
especially about water pollution which is becoming serious.

2. The new law should prescribe penalties for the violator.

3. The sociel organizations, suci as the Club for Concerning and Developing
the Pattani river of National Institute of Development Administration, the South Center,
Yala Province, should be asked to participate in determining some way to develop the
Pattani river and in arranging activities in collaboration with the Yala Municipality in order

to make people aware of the problems that might occur in the Pattani river in the future.



