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Bundestag Approved”, European Constitutional Law Review, (2006), 2: 5-20, pp. 8-9.
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*" Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany
Article 63 (Election and appointment of the Federal Chancellor)
(4) If no candidate has been elected within this period a new ballot shall be held without
delay in which the person gaining most votes is elected. If the elected candidate has
obtained the vote of the majority of the Members of the Bundestag the Federal President
must make the appointment within seven days of the election. Failing that majority the
Federal President shall either make the appointment or dissolve the Bundestag within
seven days.

* Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany
Article 68 (Vote of confidence, Dissolution of the Bundestag)
(1) Where a motion of the Federal Chancellor for a vote of confidence is not carried by
the majority of the Members of the Bundestag the Federal President may, upon the
proposal of the Federal Chancellor, dissolve the Bundestag within twenty-one days. As
soon as the Bundestag elects another Federal Chancellor with the majority of its
Members it may no longer be dissolved.

(2) Forty-eight hours must elapse between the motion and the vote.
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* Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany
Article 58 (Countersignature)
Orders and directives of the Federal President shall require for their validity the
countersignature of the Federal Chancellor or the appropriate Federal Minister. This
shall not apply to the appointment and dismissal of the Federal Chancellor, the
dissolution of the Bundestag under Article 63, or a request made under paragraph (3) of
Article 69.

* Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany
Article 39 (Electoral period and assembly of the Bundestag)
(1) The Bundestag shall be elected for four years. Its electoral period shall end with
assembly of a new Bundestag. The new election shall be held forty-five months at the
earliest and forty-seven months at the latest after the beginning of the electoral period.
Where the Bundestag is dissolved the new election shall be held within sixty days.

* Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany

Article 69 (The Deputy Federal Chancellor and members of the Federal Government)
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o ad

ngaenAailusatiAe WessACDU/CSU (Christlich Demokratische Union Deutschlands/
Christlich-Soziale Union in Bayern) 16 44.5% wW33A SPD (Sozialdemokratische Partei
Deutschlands) & 42.9% ws3A FDP (Freie Demokratische Partei) 16 10.6% Wasngspaw|

1539071 2 %

(2) The tenure of office of the Federal Chancellor or a Federal Minister shall end in any
event when a new Bundestag convenes, that of a Federal Minister also where the
Federal Chancellor’ s tenure ceases for any other reason.

* Dieter C. Umbach, supra note 26, s. 701.
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The President of the Republic may, after consulting the Prime Minister and the
Presidents of the Houses of Parliament, declare the National Assembly dissolved.

A general election shall take place no fewer than twenty days and no more than forty
days after the dissolution.

The National Assembly shall sit as of right on the second Thursday following its election.
Should this sitting fall outside the period prescribed for the ordinary session, a session
shall be convened by right for a fifteen-day period.

No further dissolution shall take place within a year following said election.

“® Jacques Georgel, “Président de la Répulique,” Juris Classeur Administratif, fasc. n® 100,

p.12, (1 mars 2004).
* Constitution of October 4, 1958
Article 16 (paragraph five)
The National Assembly shall not be dissolved during the exercise of such emergency

powers.
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** Constitution of October 4, 1958

Article 19
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Instruments of the President of the Republic, other than those provided for under Articles
8 (paragraph one), 11, 12, 16, 18, 54, 56 and 61, shall be countersigned by the Prime
Minister and, where required, by the ministers concerned.

* Constitution of October 4, 1958 Article 12 (paragraph one)

* Constitution of October 4, 1958 Article 12 (paragraph two)

*® Constitution of October 4, 1958
Article 30

Except where Parliament sits as of right, extraordinary sessions shall be opened and

closed by a Decree of the President of the Republic.
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