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“Presenting the debate between the two groups as he does, Moggaliputta-tissa
does not use any special logical formula to refute the Personalist view, but simply allows
each party to speak its own language and then proceeds to indicate which language is

consistent with that of the Buddha.” (David J. Kalupahana, 1992, p. 134).
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“The Sammitiyas Vatsiputriyas stated that Buddha admitted the existence of an

1
impermanent soul quite different from the Upanisadic conception of an eternal and

changeless soul, which continued unchanged through all the existences of a being
unless and until it attained full emancipation and merged in the Paramatman or

Brahman. The Sammitiyas therefore preferred to name their changing soul as Pudgala,

distinguishing it from the Anatta doctrine of Buddha.” (Nalinaksha Dutt, 1978, p. 184).
“The existence of Person as upheld by the Pudgalavadins is formulated as an

2
identity-in-difference that is to say a unity in combination with the diversity of states. It is

the Person which exists and survives the change in psycho-physical elements.” (S.N.

Dube, 1980, p. 232).
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! “There emerged in the religion a strong tendency of docetism towards the
personality of the Buddha. A process was set moving under which the ‘life of the Master
formed the edifice and the rival sects provided the material for superstructure’.
Consequently, while the orthodox Theravadins adhered strictly to the realistic view of the
person of their Teacher, the heterodox radicals proceeded boldly to idealize him.” (S.N.
Dube, 1980, p. 122).

2 “Buddhaghosa informs us that some, like the Vetulyakas, owing to a careless
interpretation of the Sutta passage, ‘born in the world, grew up in the world, dwelt having
overcome the world, undefiled by the world’, hold that the Buddha took birth and lived in
the Tusita heaven; and visited this world only in a specifically created shape.” (S.N.
Dube, 1980, pp. 130-131).

2 “The above reflects a process seeking to idealize and identify the Buddha’s
person with a universal Buddhahood. With the growth of such notions, it was natural to
derive the illusoriness of the physical life of a Buddha.” (Masaharu Anesaki, 1925, p.

837).
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