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TALUNG SHADOW PLAY FOR MAKING A VOTIVE OFFERING IN PHETCHABURI
PROVINCE: A CASE STUDY OF V.RUAM-SILP BAND

SONGRHIT SRISARAKHAM : 5036258 LCCS/M

M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: KHWANCHIT SASIWONGSAROJ, M.A, Ph.D.
SAOWAPHA PORNSIRIPONG, B.A., M.A. (SOCIOLOGY), Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research studied the Talung shadow play for making a votive offering in
Phetchaburi province, the case study of the V. Ruam-Silp band. Cultural-anthropological and
ethno- musicological research methods were used. In-depth interviews as well as participant and
non-participant observation were the main methods.

The study found that the people in Phetchaburi province strongly practiced animism.
They believed in local supernatural beings who took care of their life, their land, and their home.
Therefore when the people had problems, they mostly made a votive prayer and promised to
respectively offer good things to those local supernatural beings. A traditional Thai performance
using shadow of puppets in acting called “Talung shadow play”, especially the V. Ruam-Silp
band, was popularly selected to be the offering performance for those supernatural beings. This
was because this band could play very well and be able to make a votive offering impressively. It
can be seen that the Talung shadow play plays a remarkable role in Phetchaburi society. As it is a
play designed for making a votive offering, it can lessen the anxiety of the community and help
them to be happy. This shows that even nowadays the ways of life of Phetchaburi people have
changed from the past; the cultural belief in supernatural powers has been continually practiced.
The Talung shadow play is very popular all year long as a play for making a votive offering and it
can be a good entertainment for the Phetchaburi people.

The Talung shadow play in Phetchaburi province was an important case showing
that this play could be strongly placed in Phetchaburi society because of beliefs in supernatural

powers.

KEY WORDS : TALUNG SHADOW PLAY/ BELIEFS IN SUPERNATURAL BEINGS/
MAKING A VOTIVE OFFERING/ V. RUAM-SILP BAND
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TALUNG SHADOW PLAY FOR MAKING A VOTIVE OFFERING IN
PHETCHABURI PROVINCE : ACASE STUDY OF V.RUAM-SILP BAND

SONGRHIT SRISARAKHAM : 5036258 LCCS/M

M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES )

THESIS ADVISORS : KHWANCHIT SASIWONGSAROJ, M.A., Ph.D.
SAOWAPHA PORNSIRIPONG,B.A.,M.A.( SOCIOLOGY),Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Rationale of the study

In nearly all societies, when people have problems in their lives they try to
solve their problems, and one thing they do is to ask some supernatural power to help
them. Though the Thai people in Phetchaburi province are Buddhists, they also
practise Animism like most of the Thais in Thailand. That’s why when some of them
have problems about their work, their education, health, wealth, etc., they will make a
votive prayer. This prayer, for most of the time, will go to sacred and powerful spirits,
for exemple, the spiritual guardians of the land, of the house and of the big trees,
ancestral spirits, sacred dead monks, and also the statue of the Holy Buddha. With the
prayer, the people will promise that if they could get the things they asked, they would
make a votive offering. The things they would offer could be food, ornaments, doing
something special, showing a dance or a play, etc.

In the research area in Phetchaburi province, the Talung shadow play of
V.Ruam-silp band which was used for making a votive offering was studied. This
band was very famous and popular because of the arts of playing and making sacred
ceremonies. So, this study could tell us about the artistic play of this band, and it also
reflected the local animist belief of the Phetchaburi people.
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Objectives of the study

1. Study the beliefs of the Phetchaburi people in making a votive offering
by using Talung shadow play

2. Study the Talung shadow play of V.Ruam-silp band in making a votive
offering

3. Study the Phetchaburi people’s beliefs reflected in Talung shadow play

used for making a votive offering

Research Methodology

Cultural-anthropological and ethno-musicological research methodology
were used in this study. In-depth interview, participant and non-participant observation
were main methods. For research theories, cultural-anthropological and ethno-
musicological principles were also used.

For field study, three districts in Phetchaburi province were studied: Tha-
yang, Muang, and Ban Lat.

The Talung shadow play of V.Ruam-silp band which was used for making
a votive offering was studied. This band was chosen because it was the most popular
and appreciated in the areas. Key informants were the band leader, musicians and the

persons who paid for the play.

Result of the study

In Thailand, most of the people are Buddhists, and they also practice
Hinduism and Animism. Animism is the oldest belief, it believes in supernatural
power. In Phetchaburi province, like in other parts of Thailand, people respect and
believe in sacred and powerful spirits, for exemple, the spiritual guardians of the land,
of the house and of the big trees, ancestral spirits, sacred dead monks and respected
persons, and also the statue of the Holy Buddha.

When the Phetchaburi people had problems in their life, they could ask

some supernatural beings to help them. In the research area, the ones who made a
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votive prayer and promised to use the V.Ruam-silp Talung shadow play as a votive
offering said that they had asked supernatural spirits to help them about 1) success in
work, in getting a job 2) having good agricultural products 3) success in education 4)
having good fortune 5) having good health, discovering from illness 6) success in
business 7) success in getting back the lost objects, and 8) having a child.

For the professions of the persons who made a votive offering by using
V.Ruam-silp Talung shadow play, we could list from more to less as follows:
agriculturers, traders, governmental officers, skilled workmen, housewives, and
politicians.

For the age of these people, most of them were between 35 and 60 years
old. And 60 % of them were men, 40 % were women.

We could remark that the practice of making a votive prayer and making a
votive offering could make less the anxiety of the Phetchaburi people and helped them

to be happy.

Reflections on the beliefs of Phetchaburi people seen from V.Ruam-

silp Talung shadow play which was used as votive offering

1. Beliefs in animism of the Phetchaburi people

Most of the Phetchaburi people who used V.Ruam-silp Talung shadow
play as votive offering had strong belief in local supernatural beings. These sacred
beings were spiritual guardians of the land, of the house, and of the big trees; ancestral
spirits; sacred dead monks and respected persons. Only some of them made a votive
offering to the Buddha. This showed that the Phetchaburi people strongly believed in
supernatural power of the local spirits. Moreover, these spirits were very closed to
them for a very long time. That’s why when the people had problems, they thought of
these spirits as someone who always took care of their life, their land and their home.

For the Talung shadow play, it had an important role as media between
supernatural beings and the Phetchaburi people. The ceremony in the play made the

people accomplish their promise with the spirits. More than that, the ones who had
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seen the play were entertained and happy because V.Ruam-silp was a very good band.
It could play artistically. At the moment of making ceremony, sacred and powerful
atmosphere was everywhere. This made the persons making the votive offering very

pleased and happy.

2. Talung shadow play: good music and artistic play

In the research area at Phetchaburi province, Talung shadow play was very
popular to be chosen as votive offering, especially the V.Ruam-silp band. It was told
from mouth to mouth that if a person making a votive prayer promised the
supernatural beings that in case he got the things he had asked, the votive offering
would be V.Ruam-silp band. If he did so, the result of asking help would be
successful. The reason was that the leader of this band made ceremonies intentively, a
lot of details was done in sacred and powerful atmosphere. So, the debt, which
someone had owed the supernatural spirits, was strongly believed to be paid.

Moreover, the play was artistic. The leader of the band had good voice, he
could pray and sing very well. He used sacred prayer and beautiful poetry. He played
the shadow wonderfully. The clowns of the play made people laugh all the time, and
no vulgar words were used. The story did not take so long time. Moral and wise
sayings could be heard from time to time.

3. Making a votive prayer and a votive offering: a way for solving life
problems

Human beings in all societies have more or less problems in their life, and
they try to solve them as they can. For the Phetchaburi people in our research area, the
people asked help from supernatural beings by the way of making a votive prayer and
a votive offering. This way was often done and it made them have less anxieties, less
unhappiness, and also helped them to have more strength, more hope and more
balance in their life. We could see an important role of beliefs in human society. This
agreed with the ideas in Structural-Functionalism Theory which A.R. Radcliffe-
Brown, an English anthropologist, explained that custom and belief in society had
special duty to support and make social structure to be strong by the way of

controlling and arrangeing all parts of society to be in good position.
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4. Popular Buddhism and Buddhism of the elites: difference in
harmony

Popular Buddhism in Thailand is the mix of Buddhism, Hinduism and
Animism. Local belief in Animism can be seen everywhere, making a votive prayer
and a votive offering is an example of this belief.

On the contrary, Buddhism of the elites is very different from Popular
Buddhism. It only believes in the words of Buddha: believing in the things we can
prove, using reasons to explain all phenomena, try to be self-confident and solve life
problems by using reasons.

However, if the Thais or the Phetchaburi people practiced Animism
without making terrible problems or being so contrast to principle Buddhism, they

could do as they wanted.

It could be seen that the Talung shadow play had remarkable roles in
Phetchaburi society. Even now-a-days the ways of life of Phetchaburi people were
changed from former time, the cultural belief in supernatural power was continually
practiced. We could see that Talung shadow play was very popular all year long as a
play for making a votive offering and it was also a good entertainment for the people.

The Talung shadow play in Phetchaburi province was an important case
showing that this play could strongly have good place in Phetchaburi society because

of beliefs in supernatural power.
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