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ABSTRACT

This research studied the Talung shadow play for making a votive offering in
Phetchaburi province, the case study of the V. Ruam-Silp band. Cultural-anthropological and
ethno- musicological research methods were used. In-depth interviews as well as participant and
non-participant observation were the main methods.

The study found that the people in Phetchaburi province strongly practiced animism.
They believed in local supernatural beings who took care of their life, their land, and their home.
Therefore when the people had problems, they mostly made a votive prayer and promised to
respectively offer good things to those local supernatural beings. A traditional Thai performance
using shadow of puppets in acting called “Talung shadow play”, especially the V. Ruam-Silp
band, was popularly selected to be the offering performance for those supernatural beings. This
was because this band could play very well and be able to make a votive offering impressively. It
can be seen that the Talung shadow play plays a remarkable role in Phetchaburi society. As it is a
play designed for making a votive offering, it can lessen the anxiety of the community and help
them to be happy. This shows that even nowadays the ways of life of Phetchaburi people have
changed from the past; the cultural belief in supernatural powers has been continually practiced.
The Talung shadow play is very popular all year long as a play for making a votive offering and it
can be a good entertainment for the Phetchaburi people.

The Talung shadow play in Phetchaburi province was an important case showing
that this play could be strongly placed in Phetchaburi society because of beliefs in supernatural

powers.
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