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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to study the changes in reasoning
ability of preschool children who received the provision of inquiry experience; and
(2) to compare the reasoning ability of preschool children before and after receiving
the provision of inquiry experience.

The sample comprised 20 preschool children, aged 5-6 years, studying at
the second kindergarten level in the second semester of the 2012 academic year at
Ban Klongkut School in Nakhon SiThammarat Province, obtained by cluster
sampling. The employed research instruments consisted of plans for provision of
inquiry experience to develop reasoning ability of preschool children, and a reasoning
ability test for preschool children. Statistics employed for data analysis were the
percentage, mean, standard deviation, and t-test.

Research findings showed that (1) before the experiment, the reasoning
ability of preschool children was at the moderate level; and after the experiment, the
reasoning ability of preschool children was at the high level indicating that the
reasoning ability of preschool children before and after the experiment with the
provision of inquiry experience had undergone changes for the increase, with the final
increase of 35.25 percent; and (2) the post-experiment mean score on reasoning
ability of preschool children was significantly higher than their pre-experiment
counterpart at the .01 level.

Keywords: Inquiry experience, Reasoning ability, Preschool children
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