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Study on “Effects of Single Judge Committee System and Appointment Centre” had
objectives to study on characters of effects of the Single Judge Committee System and
Appointment Centre and on guidelines of improvement the system. it was a qualitative study and
collected data from documents such as books articles, interviews, thesis and researches. In-depth
interviews of justice-related officials. comprising 3 judges, S public prosccutors. 5 investigative
officials and 5 lawyers, were conducted.

The findings were summerised as follows;

The system was introduced because there were urgent needs for the speedier processes of
legal trials. In addition, the 1997 Constitution, Article 236 and 241 stipulated that all judge
committee members would sit for a trial and sit throughout the trial. Under the system, it was
found that the judges had more concentration on listening to witnesses and on considering
evidence. As the judges who listened to the trial gave the verdicts, both sides in the trials could be
given better justice. Moreover as both sides of the trials could know exactly when the trial would
finish, they could cffectively manage their time. Plaintiffs and defendants could reduce their
cxpenditures as they would not have come to court several times. This also reduced number of
people in court buildings.

Effects of the system were that there were less number of judges compared to trial cases.
So, each case had to wait for long time before dates of hearings could be fixed. Criminal trials
whose defendants were detained had to also wait for long time because judges were appointed to
other cases. To fix date for hearing witnesses to testify took long time, making difficult to get

witnesses and they may forget details of the incident. Besides it was only on Monday when
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special cases would be tried and there were many of them. Existing criminal and civil laws were
not in line with the system such as duration of period of submitting list of witnesses etc.

As the court had too strictly followed the system, effects happened on issuing number of
appointments and witnesses testifying in the courts, revocation of fighting points, short listing of
witnesses to expedite trials. Postponement of a trial resulted in delaying of other appointments
and re-submitting the case for trial dates. Other effects were that a court would not agree for its
trial to conduct a hearing at other courts, fixing exact dates for a hearing did not go in accordance
with each case, some cases were too hastily handled in order to finish them in time, making them
being considered imprudently. These could create unfairness.

There should have improvement of criminal and civil laws to be in accordance with the
system. Negotiation system should be used more because it could end any trials at the level of
community, police and public prosecutors and reduced number of cases in the courts. System of
pre-appointment date should be used. Moreover, a court should be able to fix dates of hearings at
interval rate depending on types of cases as it would make the trials more relaxing. Moreover,
technology should be used in the trials such as testifying of witnesses and sending the points. to
cxpedite the cases. Dissemination of information, workshops among authorities concerned should
be conducted so that they could express their opinions to improve laws and present proper

measures for courts in Thailand.



