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Title of Research Paper : Teen Aged Students' Opinions and Behavior in Living Together

as Couple : A Study of College Students in Chiang Rai Province

Author : Miss. Somsomn Cheewakate
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year 1 2004

This research comprises 3 objectives, ie., 1) to study the teen-aged students'
opinions on living together as couple; 2) to study these students’ behavior in living
together as couple and 3) to study trends of living together as couple among college
students’ and recommendations. The researcher collected data from 15 college students in
Chieng Rai province as key-informant by using the in-depth interview technique. The
collected data mere later analysed by logical context description with the help of
descriptive statistics.

Findings of the study can be summarized as follows :

I. The majorilty of students’ perceive of living together as couple as being
normal phenomena and many of them do that living as couple is a way of leamning each
other according to the current practice and fashion: these behavior are more open and
acceptance. Those living as couple can have new friends; they do not think of living together
permanently.

2. Among behavior of the couples, most of them reveal that they come to know
cach other by the introducing of a friend and later establish good relationship. Sexual
intercourse is stimulated by love, emothion and curiosity, the need to be closed to each
other; places of having sexual action and mostly at the mails dormitory. It takes quite
sometime before they decide to live together as compel, after which the female
responsible  for house leaning, income and expenses; they have sexual intercourses
regularly.

3. They perceive that living together as couple among teen-aged students will
increase with more openness, especially among friends. Most teenages follows new social
trends, imitating from various media which can be acquired easily at the present time.

Recommendations emerged from this research, among others, are the teenaged

families should pay more attention to their teen children and giving advices properly to

arid possible problems. Mass Media should participate in play roles of a guiding body

for youth development in healthy ways other relevant organizations.





