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ABSTRACT
TE 159738

Title of Research Paper : Oral Cavity Carc of Pregnant Women : A Case Study of

Bannangsata District, Yala Province

Author : Miss Zainab Bueto
Degree :  Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2004

The two purposes of the study were 1) to examine the oral cavity care of pregnant
women in Bannangsata District, Yala Province, and 2) to identity the factors affecting their oral
cavity care. The data were collected by interviewing 198 pregnant women who registered at the
network of Banangsata Hospital. The SPSS for Windows was used for data analysis. Frequency,
percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data, and t-test and F-test to
test the hypotheses. The findings were summarized below.

The pregnant women under the study were 20 to more than 30 years old. Their education
was not beyond high school. They were engaged in three primary occupations: agriculture,
general employment, and private business. Nearly all were married and lived with their
husbands. About 59.6 percent earned a monthly income of 3,000-5,999 baht. They accessed to
the information on oral cavity care at a rather high level. Especially, they got the information
from television most. However, they did so from mcetings and training causes at a rather low
level. Regarding the knowledge about oral cavity care, the samples had a good knowledge about
it and had a good attitude toward it too.

These pregnant women were found to take care of their oral cavity at a high level. That
is, they used fluoride toothpaste most, but they went to sec the dentist for oral cavity check only
twice a year, although they did not have problems with tecth and gum.

The factors affecting the pregnant women's oral cavity care were age, level of

acknowlcdgement about oral cavity care, and the attitude toward oral cavity carc. On the
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contrary, education, occupation, monthly income and knowledge about oral cavity care were
found to have no influence on their behavior.

The following recommendations were made:

1. The hospital and public health service centers should have a public relations board or
leaflets in the Yavi language, along with Thai, because nearly all the pregnant women here are
Thai Muslims. They cannot read well and lacked reading skills so they can hardly understand the
useful advice provided by the hospital.

2. All pregnant women in the rural area should receive a dental check free of charge to
motivate them to look after their oral cavity more than before. If possible, a mobile unit should
be available to give service to pregnant women in remote areas, t0o.

3. Educating pregnant women about dental care should be continuous. They should be
given practical advice which can be useful to their basics is the future.

4. Pregnant women should be given a fundamental knowledge of dental care, such as
functions of teeth , number and age of teeth, suitable time to brush teeth, and a correct brushing
method. They should also be made to have a good attitude toward oral cavity care and realize its

importance. Because almost half of pregnant women in the area still lack the knowledge of this

kind, it is an urgent matter to be carried out.



