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The objective of this study was to investigate the change of economic
status of the farmers participating in the loan suspension project of Bank of
Agriculture and  Cooperative. Data  was gathered both from related literature and
direct interview of 130 farmers participating in loan suspension project who were
used as samples of this study. The data obtained was subsequently processed using
SPSS for Windows computer package and the results expressed as percentage,
frequency and content analysis. It was found that the farmers could be subdivided
nto 2 groups based on their occupation. The first eroup participated in the
economic resusitation plan. This group was, therefore, engaged in community
enterprise, rural industry and integrated farming. The second group was engaged in
conventional farming and took casual labour as additional career. This group did
not participate in the economic resusitation plan. The results indicated that the
group which participated in the economic resusitation plan had positive change in
their economic status. This was reflected by the increase income and saving and
the decrease in expendeture and debt. It was also found that the economic status
of the farmers in the second group changed towards undesirable direction. These
included no income increase, high expenditure and no saving. There was a trend
that these farmers could not pay back the loans both from monetary institute and
external sources.

To achieve the goals. a series of actions should be exercised in the
economic resusitation plan. These included screening to obtain the farmers of high
intention and willingness to resusitate their occupation. The farmers should be
visited regularly during the course of the project by related personels or special
task force. A study should be conducted annually to evaluate the economic change

of the farmers and the whole program should be evaluated after its termination. In

addition, individual farmers should also be evaluated and susessful cases should be
supported to extend their enterprises. For unsuccessful cases, the problems causing
the failure should be identified and corrected. The underlying reason being that the
results of this study clearly indicated that the farmers achieving positive change in
their economic status possessed high level of intention and were ready to adopt
the adviced practices. They also received needed training and close supervision by
relate government agencies. If the above-mentioned lines were adopted, the
incentive of the farmers under the debt suspension project will be hightened and
they will be ready for the change which will result in better life quality. For the
unsuccessful cases, the causes of failurz should be identified after the project was
terminated. The farmers should be readmitted to participate in the program
according to their competence so that they could furnish themselves with better
income. This will cause positive economic change at the grass-root level which

will bring further positive impact to the economy at the national scale.





