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The objectives of the study were as follows : TE1 59812

(1) to find out the behavior caused by dnia addiction of the prisoners, (2) to
identify the factors affecting their behavior, and (3) to elicit their suggestions about

rehabilitation.

The data were collected from 100 prisoners who were convicted of drug involvement in
the Central Prison in Chiangrai Province. Frequency, percentage mean, and standard
derivation were used to describe the data, and t-test anc F-test to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summarized below.‘

All of the prisoners in the study were male. About 48.0% were 26-40 years old.
About 85.0% were Buddhists. About 54.0% completed secondary education. Before
imprisonment, about 38.0% were engaged in general employment. About 50.4% were
single. And about 47.0% eamed more than 3,501 baht before being imprisoned.

When the environmental factors were considered, relationship with the family
and that with their peers were moderate. The residential area were at a low level. The
had a good knowledge about the harmful effects of drugs. As a whole, their behavior
caused by drug addiction was found to be moderate.

The factors significantly related to their behavior were occupation before
imprisonment, relationship with the peer, residential environment and the knowledge of

the harmful effects of drugs, respectively. On the contrary, age, religion, education,

marite| status, income before imprisonment, and relationship in the family were found to

have no influence on their behavior caused by drug addiction.

Recommendations

1. The prisoners should be educated about the harmful effects of drug
addiction.

2. A peer group should be formed to look after its members. This is one way to
prevent them to use drugs. Activities should be held for the prisoners to join.

. Occupation'al training in the prison should be offered.

3. The prisoners should under go mental rehabilitation so that they will become
good citizens upon the end of the imprisonment terms. The religious principles should

be used to improve the prisoners, behavior.





