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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) fundamental circumstance
of farmers 2) rice production 3) extension needs in rice production 4) problems and
recommendations for rice production by farmers in Sansai Sub-District, Mae Chan
District, Chiang Rai Province.

The population in this study was farmers from 505 households who
registered as rice-farmers with the Office of Agricultural Extension in Mae Chan
District, Chiang Rai Province. Sample size numbered 224 farmers by simple random
sampling. The instrument used for data collection was an interview form. Data was
analyzed by computer programs. Statistics used were frequency, percentage, maximum
value, minimum value, mean and standard deviation.

Research findings indicated that 1) 64.3% of the farmers were male with the
average age at 51.89 years. 33.0 % of them completed higher primary education
(Prathom 6). Their average number of household member was 4.64 persons. Their
average number of household agricultural labor was 2.50 persons. Most of them were
found in agricultural occupation and belonged to agricultural group. Most of them used
the technology transfer point as source of information and television at home as source
of information. They received information on rice production technology from
government extension officer. Most of them had been trained on rice production 2.80
times by average. Their average experience in rice-farming was 16.47 years. 65.0 % of
the farmers cultivated off-season rice. Their average occupied area was 15.67 rai. Their
average rice-farming area was 14.89 rai. 74.1 % of them spent capital for rice
production from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. 2) For rice
cultivation, the majority used Kao Dok Mali 105 variety. 67.0 % of them bought rice
seeds from merchants. The average ratio of rice seeds for transplanting was 11.30
kg/rai. The average ratio of rice seeds for broadcasting was 18.49 kg/rai. Chemical
substance was used by most of them to prevent and eradicate weed flora and rice
disease. 73.2 % of them used chemical substance once they happened to find rice pests.
Most of them used chemical fertilizer. Half of the farmers scattered fertilizer by
manpower and also by power sprayer. Over half of them harvested rice by manpower.
Most of them sold their rice products to the rice mill and joined the government paddy
pledging scheme. Their average product was 707.68 kg/rai. The average price was
12.46 baht/kg. The average capital was 5,977 baht/rai. 3) Their need at high level was
promotion of rice production knowledge . 4) Their problems were high cost of rice
production inputs such as chemical fertilizer, rice seeds, labor wages,rent and outbreak
of rice pest diseases and insects.
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