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Abstract 

 
 The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic state of 
farmers in Mueang Kao Sub-District, Kabin Buri District, Prachin Buri Province; (2) the state 
of their doing rice farming; (3) their agricultural extension needs; and (4) their problems, 
obstruction, and suggestions. 
 The population in this study was the farmers who were registered as the farmers 
who had done rice farming in Mueang Kao Sub-District, Kabin Buri District, Prachin Buri 
Provinc by the Office of Agriculture of Kabin Buri District in 2012 and participated in the 
agricultural extension project of fertilizer application to reduce the cost of rice production. 90 
samples were selected by simple random sampling methodology. The data collecting process 
was interviewing the studied farmers. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by 
computer programs were frequency, percentage, average point, mean, maximum value, 
minimum value, and standard deviation. 
 The findings of this study were as follows: (1) 55.6% of the studied farmers were 
male with average age at 51.7 years. Most of them were educated at primary level. The 
average quantity of members of their family was 2.21 persons, while the average quantity of 
the labor in their family used in doing rice farming was 1.67 persons and the average of their 
hired labor was 2.21 persons. All of them were members of the farmer group, the Bank for 
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. They had been transferred knowledge of doing 
farming from their own experience. The quantity of the labor in their family was mostly 2 
persons. Their average total area used in doing agricultural sections was 19.12 Rai. The 
average area of their in-season rice field was 12.91 Rai, while the average area of their 
double-crop field was 5.37 Rai and it was mostly their rented land. The average of their area 
which faced with a natural disaster was 5.53 Rai. Their main occupation was a farmer. (2) it 
was found that all of the studied farmers used rice seeds in required tribe which gave high 
produce and could resist plant diseases and insects. Their rice seeds had been soaked with 
water before being covered with soaked ramie sacks and kept indoors about 30-48 hours, then 
the rice seeds had to be sorted foreign tribes out before being grown, and the farmers had to 
eliminate plant enemies regularly. Their average production cost per Rai was as follows: 325 
Baht for rice seeds, 500 Baht for soil preparation, 850 Baht for fertilizer, 157 Baht for 
chemical substances, 375 Baht for employing labor, 545 Baht for harvesting and freight, and 
764.45 Baht for renting land. Some of their rice seeds, average at 1,232.47 Kg, would be kept 
to be their rice tribe. The average selling price of their produce was 10,423.74 Baht/ton by 
which they gained some profits. (3) it was found that the studied farmers needed the 
agricultural knowledge extension in rice production at medium level, and the way and 
methods for the knowledge extension were at medium level too. 
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