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ABSTRACT

T167857

Title of Research Paper : Accommodation between Buddhist and Muslim Thais

A Study of Wat Klang Community Bangkapi District,

Bangkok
Author : Mr. Athiwath Thadasrisawad
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the meanipg of accommodation from the
people’s view-point; 2) to study the characteristics of accommodation between the Buddhist and
Muslim Thai at Wat Klang community; 3) to study factors relating to accommodation between
the Buddhist and Muslim Thai at Wat Klang community.

It is a qualitative study, employing the in-depth interview technique for data collection;
12 key-informants comprising both Buddhist and Muslim Thais living in Wat Klang community
were interviewed in-depth for the matter. Data obtained were later analysed with logical context
description and descriptive statistics.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows: ~

1. There are two meanings of accommodation according to the people’s view-point; the
first meaning emphasizes co-existence, mutual help, interdependence, being unity like being
relatives without thinking of religious difference; the second one emphasizes meeting, consulting,
understanding, acceptance, mutual adjustment without taking advantages of each other, no forcing
which may lead to conflicts and alienation. |

2. There are 3 aspects of living conditions which show highest accommodation at Wat
Klang community. i.e., in family and kinship relation, there are increasingly inter-marriage
between Muslim and Buddhist Thai; in local politic, both Muslim and Buddhist Thai in the

community participate equally in community affairs as community committee members, n
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election and other community activities; in belief and religious aspect, both religions emphasize
doing good; the people join in religious rites without discrimination.

3. Factors relating to the accommodation are the same, i.e., family and kinship relation,
local politic and belief and religious indiscrimination.

Recommendations immerged from this study, among others, are there should have plans
and activities promoting further accommodation between Buddhist and Muslim Thais in the
community via church, school and family institutions for the sustainable accommodation in the

future.



