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Author :  Mr. Prasit Chunchoy
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The three objectives of the study were as follows : (1) to examine the image of the prison
perceived by the relatives of the detainees and (2) to identify the factors related to their perception,
and (3) to find some way to inipfove the administration and management of the prison. A
questionnaire was used to collect the data from 220 relatives of the prisoners in the Minburi Special
Prison during July August, 2005 (one month). The data were analyzed by using percentage, mean, t-
test, and F-test.

The findings were summed up below.

1. More than half of the respondents were male and were 36-45 years old. They completed
vocational school, higher vocational school, or earned on associated degree. Most of them were
married. Nearly half were engaged in general employment. Nearly half were relatives of the
prisoners. More than half had already been sentenced.

2. The relatives were found to have a good perception of the prison. The aspect that was
perceived as the best was its reputation and operational performance, followed by introduction of
technology into the prison’s operation, role of the prison, and service, respectively.

3. The factors significantly related to the prison image were gender, age, education, marital

status, relation with the detainee, and convenience in visiting the detainee.

Recommendations
1. The prison administrators should set a system to inspect the work of the officers to reduce

their demand some benefit from the detainees and their relatives.
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2. The prison officers should strictly follow the prison regulations and should treat the
detainees’ relatives equally.

3. The prison officers should develop better human relations with the detainees and their
relatives. They should be friendly and speak politely.

4. The prison should find a spacious place to accommodate the relatives who visit the
detainees. The amount of time for the relatives to stay with the detainees should be longer. The
communication devices, such as telephones, for the relatives and the detainees to contact each other

should be modernized.



