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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study durian farmers in Nonthaburi
Province on the following: 1) socio-economic situations, 2) durian plantation situations

and maintenance, 3 opinions toward Nonthaburi Durain Conservation and Restoration

Project According to the Initiative of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn 4) problems/obstructions, and suggestions for Nonthaburi Durain

Conservation and Restoration Project According to the Initiative of Her Royal
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.

The population in this study were 96 durian farmers in Nonthaburi
Province who participated in Nonthaburi Durian Conservation and Restoration Project
according to the initiative of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn in
the year 2011. All population were studied without sample selection by using
structured interview questionnaire. Data analysis by computer programs and statistics
used for analysis were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
mean, and standard deviation.

The findings from this study were as follows. (1) there were more male
than female with an average age of 59.12 years. Most of them were educated at
lower secondary school level. Their main occupation was farmer. The average
number of in their family members was 3 persons, their average number of plantation
labor was 2 persons. They owned their plantation land. (2) They earned income
mostly from selling durian products and intercrops. Besides, the project supported
them with durian scions and organic fertilizer. (3) By overall, the farmers strongly
agreed with the operations of Nonthaburi Durian Conservation and Restoration
Project. (4) Their problems/obstructions were training workshop on propagation by
scions and fertilizer. In terms of suggestion, they needed new and updated knowledge
by training. It was also suggested that scions should be supplied to them equally and
quality of scions should meet their needs as well as the good quality of given fertilizer
so as to strengthen farmers’ confidence which would directly affect the growth of
durian plants.

Keywords: Opinion of Farmer, Durian conservation, restoration, Nonthaburi
Province
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