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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the identity; (2) the
process of identity building; and (3) the communication process of the Tenth Month
Religious Ceremony in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population of 25 people,
chosen through purposive sampling, consisted of academics specializing in culture
and communications, representatives of agencies, community leaders, holders of local
wisdom, members of the press, and youth involved with the Tenth Month Religious
Ceremony in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. Data were gathered through in-depth
interviews and analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) the identity of the Tenth Month Religious
Ceremony in Nakhon Si Thammarat is a family reunion, with the belief that people
can contact the spirits (bret or bet) of their deceased ancestors through the procession
of the hmrab (set of meal) offering with five distinctive kinds of food. (2) The
building of the identity of this ceremony was influenced by Brahman religious beliefs
combined with Buddhist beliefs about karma, heaven and hell, spirits and the Peta
Phli tradition of India, which is related to ancestors who are deceased. Families who
gathered to perform this ceremony passed on the tradition to their children and built
up an understanding about it from generation to generation, until it became an
inherited ritual that is part of the area’s cultural heritage. (3) The communication
process consists of people who are involved with the ceremony (government and
private sector organizations and the institution of the family) who emphasize the
messages of belief, faith, ceremonial activities and the joining together of the whole
family. The messages about the ceremony are communicated through the press, local
media, and personal media. The research showed that communication of the identity
of the ceremony was impacted by personal, social, cultural and environmental factors.

Keywords: Identity, ldentity building, Communication process in identity building,
Local wisdom



