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"T167971
Title of Research Paper Adaptation to the Changes : A Study of Merchants and
Businessmen in Chaingrai Province Resulting from Thai-

Chinese Free Trade

Author : Mr.Prasong Boonton
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The two objectives of the study were (1) to find out the degree of self-adaptation of
merchants/businessmen in Chiangrai Province to changes resulting from Thai-Chinese free
trade, and (2) to identify the factors related to their self-adaptation. The sample of 160
merchants/businessmen purposively selected were distributed a questionnaire to fill out.
Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data, and

t-test and Pearson Correlation to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summoned up below.

1. The number of male merchants/businessmen in the study were more or less the
same as the female ones. Most were 31-40 years old and had a Bachelor's degree or
lower. The net annual income was not more than 1,000,000 baht. Most had never
travelling to China, nor had made a study tour there. They did not trade with China.

2. The merchants/businessmen could adapt themselves to the changes resulting
from Thai-Chinese Free Trade at a moderate level in every aspect, i.e., knowledge and
understanding of FTA, seeing an opportunity for investment, and necessity to learn
Chinese.

3. The factors significantly related to their self-adaptation to the changes resulting
from Thai-Chinese free trade were net income, experience in making a study tour to China,

experience in trade with China, and a basic knowledge about China.
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3. The factors significantly related to their self-adaptation to the changes resuilting
from Thai-Chinese free trade were net i income, experience in making a study tour to China,

experience in trade with China, and a basic knowledge about China.

Recommendations

1. The Thai government, through the agencies concerned such as the Ministry of
Commerce, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry Industry, and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, should conduct research on Thai-Chinese free trade and encourage the Thai
merchants/businessmen to learn about trade and develop their Chinese language.

2. The government sector and the private sector should support Thai
merchants/businessmen to learn about China by having them make study tours to China

and by giving them economic, social, political, and resource information about china.





