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Ant Caravan at One of Southern Check-Point

Author : Mr.lthiwat Tiptus
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The objectives of this research are 1) to study causes of carrying commodities
evading taxes; 2) to study forms and steps in carrying such commodities; 3) to study ways
to prevent and suppress the tax evading commodity movement.

It is a qualitative study using the in-depth interview technique for data gathering, in
addition to documentary study ; 15 key-informants were interviewed in-depth for this matter.
In data analysis, the logical context description and descriptive statistics were applied
appropriately.

Results of the study are briefly presented below :

1. An important cause for the “ant” caravan carrying tax evading community across
the borderline is economic one, i.e., the members of this caravan are poor and hard to find
legal jobs with relatively good income. Another cause is the complexity of laws imposing
on border trade; there are many laws involved causing difficulties in application; this leads
to difficulties in suppression of the tax evading commodity carrying across border
movement.

2. Forms of illegal border trade are varied but the major one is by telephone calls
between the buyer-capitalists in Thailand and the sellers in Malaysia ; after the terms have
been agreed upon, the commodities are taken by motorcycles or pick-ups to the border
check-point areas where some of the commodities pay tax ; the rest in hidden for carrying
into Thailand; some of them are taken on the train until these commodities can be

displayed in the Thai market.
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3. Problems and obstacles found are the movement in this regard is a big one with
southern politicians and influential people surety secretly the movement causing difficulties
for concerned officials to suppress it effectively.

Among important recommendations emerged are

1. The governments should have policy are promoting Thai commodities with
effective campaign to reduce taste of foreign commodity consumption.

2. The border supervision officials should provide a “one-stop service” to clients for
their convenience and time-saving in the services about tax declaration and payment at
the border cheek-point-computer should be used to quicken the services.

3. Some commodities appear to be often tax-evading should have higher rate of

tax reduction ; i.e., collecting tax only 0-5 percent to make it worthless to evade tax.



