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ABSTRACT
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Title of Research Paper : Islamic Religion Leaders’ Opinion and
Behavior in Relation to the Unrest Situation in the

Three Southern Provinces.

Author : Mr.Dawut Sa
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the problems and roots of the unrest
problems in the three southern provinces; 2) to study the Islamic Religious leaders’ opinion and
behavior in relation to the unrest situation in the three southern provinces; 3) to find out appropriate
ways to solve the unrest problem in the area. The key-informants having been interviewed in - depth
on this matter are 12 Islamic religious leaders in the three southern provinces: data obtained were
later analyzed with logical context description and descriptive statistics.

Findings of the study can be summarized as follows:

1. The unrest situation in the 3 southern provinces has special characteristics which are
different from the rest of the country whether in political, economic or social aspectance in power,
status, right and freedom of each other between the state and the Thai Muslim in the area; the
problems have been evolved and turned to be a compilicated problem relating to almost every
problem until it seems impossible to find the real cause of the situation.

2. According to the Istamic religious leaders' opinion, the unrest situation in the 3 southérn.
provinces derived from the state's policy and administration and also the performance of government
officials which are not appropriate, lack of true knowledge and understanding of the basic identity of
the people in the are.

3. The Muslim religious leaders' behavior shows their participation in peace promotion in
the 3 southern provinces ; the majority of them still uphold the righteousness and the people’s
sentiment as an important base of action. They do not trust the leadership and help addition
provided by the government officials in the area. In addition, they believe that their role as religious

leader in the area has been watched and suspicious continuously by the government officials.
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Important recommendations emerged are the state should find an appropriate may on the
real situation of the people in the area which are different in ways of thinking, custom, belief and
religion. To reach the people truly, the state should recognize the religious leaders, importance; they

are the key to understand the people’s ways of thinking.



