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This study was conducted for three objectives as follows : (1) to examine the
gambling behavior of secondary school students in Nonthaburi Province (2) to identify the
relationship between their gambling behavior and their biosocial factors , ie. , sex , GPA ,
monthly household income , allowance and model from surrounding people , and (3) to indicate
the relationship between their gambling behavior and the attitude toward gambling .

A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 192 students in Matthayamsuksa 3
in Nonthaburi Province . The questionnaire was compared of five parts . The first part contained
question about their biosocial background and about the gambling model from surrounding
people . The second part measured their attitude toward gambles . The third part asked about how
they spent their free time productively . The fourth part measured their acceptance of peer
influence . And the last part dealt with their gambling behavior . The descriptive statistics , i.e. ,
percentage , mean , and standard deviation , were used to describe the data . The hypotheses were
tested by using the inferential statistics , i.e. , t-test , One-Way Analysis of Variance and
Pearson’s Correlation .

The findings were briefly stated as follows :

1. General background characteristics . Most of the sample were male (50.5%) .
The average monthly household income was 16,377.08 baht . The average monthly allowance
was 1,019.04 baht . The average GPA was 2.55 . About 57.8 percent had family members who
were gamblers , and about 47.4 percent had some friends who were gamblers .

2. School students’ gambling behavior . The most often behavior was playing
cards. On the contrary , the gambles that they were indulged in the least was electricity box

gambles , such as a horse race box .
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3. The factors found to be significantly related to their gambling behavior were
gender , GPA |, having a closed friend as a model for gambling , way of spending free time
productively , good attitude toward gambles , and influence from peers . That is , male students
played gambles more than female ones . The students with a low GPA did so more than those
with a higher GPA . The students whose closed friends were gamblers played gambles more than
those whose closed friends weren't . The students who spent their free time less productively
played gambles more than those who spent their free time more productively . Next , the students
who had a better attitude toward gambles were indulged in gambles more than those who had a
negative attitude toward gambles . Lastly , the students who accepted peers’ influence to a greater
extent played gambles more than their counterparts .

Based on the findings , the researcher made the following recommendations to
prevent the students from gambles .

1. The family and the school should discipline them and explain to them the bad
effects of gambling on themselves . their families and the society so that they will have a negative
attitude toward gambling and avoid being indulged in them .

2. The parents and the teachers should encourage them to spend their time
productively by suggesting them to attend productive recreational activities to develop their
physical health , spiritual and intellectual growth .

3. The parents and the teachers should teach them how to choose friends and
to avoid having friends who love gambling . The parents should create a warm family for the

students so that they will not be easily led to the vices .



