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ABSTRACT
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Title of research Paper : Awareness of the People of the Water Quality Problem
of the Bangyai Canal: A Case Study of the People in
the Phuket Municipality.

Author : Mr. Porntap Bunyapaluek
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The three objectives of the study were : (1) to reveal the people’s
awareness of the problem of water quality of the Bangyai canal, (2) to identify
the factors related to their awareness of the water quality problem, and (3) to
find some way to prevent and to solve the water quality problem in the Bangyai
canal.

The sample group consisted of 150 people living along the Bangyai canal
in the Phuket municipality. The qu_estionnaire for data collection was composed
of three parts : (1) general background information of the respondents,
2) measurement of the people's awareness of the water quality problem of the
Bangyai canal, and 3) open-ended questions concerning some way to solve the
water quality problem there. The questionnaire was examined for its validity and
tested for its reliability. The data were analyzed by using percentage, mean
standard deviation to describe the data, and t-test and one-way Analysis of
Varience to test the hypotheses.

The findings were briefly stated as follows :

1. General background information of the respondents. About 52.7% were
female. The average age was 34.0. About 34.7% were less than 25 years of

age. About 28.0% were small traders / small business owners. About 38.0% had
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a monthly income of 4,501-8,000 baht. About 26% finished Matthayomsuksa 4 or
vocational school and the same percentage had a Bachelor's degree. About
54.0% lived along the Bangyai canal for more than 10 years and about 51.3%
lived in rented houses.

2. Awareness of the water quality problem. The respondents were aware
of the water quality problem of the Bangyai canal at a high levelin every aspect
and as a whole. Participation in solving the water problem had the highest
mean, followed by realizing the necessity of solving the water quality problem,
and acknowledgement of the water quality problem, respectively.

3. The factor found to be significantly related to their awareness of the
water quality problem of the Bangyai canal was age. That is, younger people
(25 years old or less) were aware of the water quality problem than older people
(26 years old or more)

4. The respondents made some suggestions in the open-ended questions
that the regulations or measures should be imposed to prohibit people from
throwing away garbage and rewaste into the Bangyai canal (34.0%). They also
suggested that an organization directly responsible for this issue should be
establish to regularly inspect the canal water every month (28.0%)

The researcher made the following recommendations :

1. The government agencies at the provincial level and local
administrative organizations should spread the news of the water quality problem
of the Bangyai canal so that they will see the necessity to prevent and to solve
the water quality problem. Also people should be encouraged to take part in
setting a plan to prevent water pollution and in solving the problem.

2. They should hold a campaign for environmental conservation, with the
focus on the water quality of the Bangyai canal, so that the people along the
canal bank, especially the adults (more than 25 years old), will be aware of the

problem and will give more cooperation in solving to water guality problem.



