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The purposes of the study were a follows : (1) to examine the form of social capital
that could exist in the society, (2).to find out the conditions that enabled social capital to
exist in the communities under capitalism and (3) to reveal the adjustment process of social
capital that was in harmony with change under capitalism. Two communities were selected
in the study to compare their similarities and differences. The two communities were Ban
Bak Community in Don Tan District, Mukdaharn Province and Ban Muad Air Community in
Khemmarat District, Ubonratchathani Province. The qualitative research methodology was
used in the study.

The findings were summarized below.

1. Form of social capital

The two aspects of social capital, which were trust and norn, interacted and had
impact on each other. The two were interwoven and could not be separated.

The network of Ban Baht Community was informal. Its was based on the kinship
system and was established by the Communist party in the past. Trust could be seem in
the rubber cooperative in which the group members trusted their representatives who

looked after the budget and signed contracts with outsiders for them. The norn could be
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seen from exchange of labor in the harvest season and devotion of energy to community
activities.

The network of Muen Ou Community was based on common economic benefits.
Trust could be seen from the welfare and profit—sharing system of the community. The
norm could be seen from product —sharing bared on two mount of labor, which was
considered chares in the community rice mills.

2. Conditions that contributed to the existence of social capital.

Social capital stemmed from four main conditions. The first was historical condition.
That is, any community that used to fight together and set up a political organization would
have strong and continuous social capital. The second condition was repetition of thought,
especially trust and norm. The third one was the kinship system. The fourth condition was
the ability to extend the community relationship to outsiders, especially the network.

3. Process of social capital adjustment

The network was developed from the kinship system to the political system and the
economic relations network with outsiders.

Trust shifted from trust in a person to trust in an organization, such as the
establishment of a political party and the establishment of the economic group of rice mills.

As for the norm, people in the community helped each other with their labor and
contacts which involved community people had to be accepted by all community members.

The researcher made the following recommendations about social capital which
would be helpful in community development.

1. A new network built naturally by the people who formed an informal group should
be promoted to be a strong network. The government had to support the network
development. Any network that had already been strong had to be supported to link with
other development organizations in the country, such as government organizations. The

network had to be developed to become an international network.
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2. The leadership network was an important factor that would increase the important
factor of social capital. The leaders had to be developed so that they would have vision
and learn how to think and what to do to achieve the goal. Both the government sector and
the people sector had to be hosts for development.

3. To develop trust, it was necessary to use the community culture as the core for

social capital development.



