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ABSTRACT
Title of Research Paper : Attitude and Behavior of Co-Existence
Among Cultural Differences : A Study of

Pattani Province

Author : Mr.Nikorn Chanampat
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

This research comprises the following objectives, i.e. , 1) to study the attitude and
behavior among Buddhist and Muslim Thai in living together in different outliers ; 2) to study the
social and psychological effects involving the present situation amidst cultural differences, and 3)
to find act approaches for accommodation from the perception of concerned parties.

It is a qualitative study by using the in-depth interview technique for data collection :
18 key-informants were interviewed in-depth for this matter, in addition to observation and
documentary study. Data analysis is done with logical context description and descriptive
statistics.

Findings of the study can be summarized as follows :

1. Attitude toward co-existence amidst cultural differences is shown in harmony living
; differences in race, religion language and culture are not deter living harmoniously ; they
understand these differences. In actual behavior, they visit each other regularly : participate in
each other’s customs and traditions-these are important activities for foster good relationship in
co-existence ; no undesirable behavior found ; however, the latter happened more lately ; this
results from the unmerciful situations in the 3 southern provinces.

2. The relative impacts of the violent incidents in the 3 southern provinces to the
harmony living of the people with different cultures in the area are creating suspicion, frightening
and tension in pursuing daily living of the people at large.

3. Approaches for accommodation are in the realm of open worldview and attitude on
both sides; acceptance of each other’s differences and these will lead to peaceful co-existence

amidst cultural differences.
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Important recommendations emerged, among others, are :

1. Setting up a special organization for promoting good relationship good relationship
among people of different religion ; providing activities promoting knowledge and understanding
of the differences ; promoting continuous learning and understanding of each other’s culture.

2. In issuing laws and orders enforcing in the southern provinces, the government must
consider seriously the effect on Islam and Muslim’s way of life.

3. Solving the violent situation in the 3 southern provinces is a subtle matter ; receiving
information from all dimensions in order to understanding the seal censes of the violence is
important ; patience is a key. word ; the King’s advice of “reaching, understanding and

development” must be upheld utmost





