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ABSTRACT i6 853 0

Title of Research Paper : The Ex-Communists’ Adaptation and
Self- Development : A Study of Betong

District., Yala Province.

Author : Mr.Utt Banyatnitisakul
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the ex-communists’
adaptation; 2) to study the ex-communists’ forms of self-development; 3) to find out
problems and obstacles including recommendations about the ex-communists’

adaptation and self-development.

It is a qualitative study, using the in-depth interview technique and
observation as major tools for data collection; is key-informants were interviewed in-
depth about the matter. In addition, documentary study was also done for relevant
information. Data analysis is carried out statistically as well as the logical context

description.

Results of the study reveal that the ex-communists (or “Pu Ruam
Pattana Chat Thai” in Thai) at Ban Mitr Tae acknowledged practical ways in
adaptation about self-concept, value, ideal, expectation or intention to change their
behavior in the direction of social expectation; they adapted themselves for social
security leading to their understanding of the necessity to lay down their arms and
coming out (of jungle) to join colleague living in a designated village; they realized
that living in Thailand could have more freedom, no bad treatment from the
government. The most important thing is The King's permission for them to live in

Thailand peacefully.
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In self-development, they started from self-survey learning of one’s
inclination with the intention to improve their ability to reach the setting goal, i.e.,
self and community development to be strong, self reliance by setting goal,
method, planning and mutual improvement until finding oneself in a better situation;
they seek knowledge, skills informally or by formal training, all are good for self,

others community and society at large.

Among problems and obstacles detested are 1) from the
government officials’ in information and delay in problem solving, 2) from the ex-
communists themselves in self-interest conflict, and 3) from other people who

distrust the ex-communists, among others.

The ex-communists’ needs are in the area of public utilities, e.g.,
insufficient electricity, telephone, bad roads, etc. These need to be improve for

better living.

Among recommendations emerged are, for example, creating co-
operative network with villages and outside organization for development and

tourism.



