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ABSTRACT
Title of Research Paper : Changes in People’s Way of Life and Social
Organization : A Study of Ban Po Khun Community

Muang District Chieng Rai Province

Author : Mr. Noppamitr Danoi
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)

Year : 2005

This research comprises the following objectives, i.e. 1) to study changes in the
people’s way of life in economic, social/cultural and social organization; 2) to study the
awareness of the changes and perception on the effects of the change on the community; 3) to
study preparation for support and need for social organization.

It is a qualitative study by using the in-depth interview of 15 key-informants for
relevant data. In addition, observation and documentary study are also applied. Data obtained
are analysed with logical context description and descriptive statistics.

Results of the study are briefly presented below:

1. The changes in community’s way of life are more dominant in economic sphere
which leads to changes in other areas. In social aspect, people adopt urban life style
increasingly, including the change in some social relations.

2. Most of the informants aware of the change but no new social organization
emerged; no coordination in restructuring the new social organization, whether from the state,

private or people’s organization themselves.
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3. Approaches in preparation for supports and need to have social organization seem
to rely on every group; they want to have the community being well organized as well as the

state.

Recommendations emerged, among others, are

1) There should be better coordination among various groups involved for better
practices; 2) young people should have an opportunity to participate in the community
development work including strong attachment to birth place; 3) group discipline should be

promoted as well as a sense of community unity.



