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Reproductive-Age Married Women Living with Their

Husbands in Ruso District, Narathiwat Province.
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The two objectives of the study were 1) to find out the relationship between
different background variables and- the examination for cervix carcinoma of married
women of reproductive-age married women living with their husbands, and 2) to find
some way to encourage women to examination for cervix carcinoma. The sample
group was composed of 120 reproductive-age married women living with their
husbands of reproductive Age in Ruso District, Narathiwat Province. The questionnaire to
collect the data ponsisted of 5 parts : 1) biosocial infor_m_ation, 2) knowledge about
cervix carcinoma, 3)attitude toward the examination for cervix carcinoma, 4) factors
supporting the examination for cervix carcinoma, and S5)how to behave in the
examination for cervix carcinoma. Percentage, mean, standard deviation were used to
describe the data and Chi-Square test to test the hypothesis.

The findings were summed up as follows:

1. Biosocial information. Most of the women in the sample were 35-44 years
old 48.3 percent and were Muslims 95.0 percent. About 46.7 percent completed
elementary school. About 48.3 percent were wage earners. About 80.4 percent had an
monthly income of 1,500-5,000 bath. About 65.8 percent were married the first time

when they were 20 years old or less. About 74.2 percent had no more than 3 children.
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About 97.5 percent had no family member who developed cervix carcinoma. About
81.7 percent received information about cervix carcinoma, and about 60.0 percent
were recommended by doctors or public health officers to examine for cervix
carcinoma.

2. Knowledge about cervix carcinoma. Overall, the sample group had a moderate
knowledge about cervix carcinoma.

3. Attitude toward examining for cervix carcinoma. The women in the
sample group had a moderately positive attitude toward the examination for cervix
carcinoma.

4. Factors favoring the examination for cervix carcinoma. About 72.5
percent of the women used to see the room where cervix carcinoma was examined.
About 91.5 percent were convenient to travel to the health center. About 73.3 percent
lived not more than 2 kilometers from the health center. About 85.3 percent travelled
there by motorcycle.

5. How to behave in undergoing the examination for cervix carcinoma.
About 54.2 percent of the women had undergone examining for cervix carcinoma
before. About 75.4 percent of those women rarely went to get an examination (once for
more than three years). About 44.6 percent of them said that they did so because the
public health officer recommended them to do so. About 41.8 percent had never
undergone examining because they felt shy and frightened.

6. One factor significantly related to the examination for cervix carcinoma
of married women of reproductive age was age. That is, the number of those who
were older (35-44 years) went for an examination was larger than those who were
younger (35 years or less). Another factor was receiving related news and information.
The number of those receiving related news or information who went for an
examination was larger than these who did not. Also, those who used to see the

examination room were large in number than these who had not seen it. Lastly, these
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who were advised by public health officers to undergo the examination were large in
number than these who weren’t. In contrast, education, knowledge and attitude and
attitude toward examining for cervix carcinoma were found to have no relationship
with the examination for cervix carcinoma at a significant level.

Based on the findings, the researcher made the following recommendations:
1) The news or information about cervix carcinoma should be widely spread through
different channels so that women in general, especially married young women, will
know about it. 2) Women should be given an opportunity to visit the examination room
and the equipment for that they will have less fear for an examination. 3) Doctors and
public health officers in the local area should give advice and encourage more women

to examine for cervix carcinoma.



