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The two objectives of the study were : 1) to examine the current state of
temple order management at temples in Phitsanulok Province, and 2) to identify the

factors related to it.

The frame work of the study included the dependent variable, i.e., the
effectiveness of temple order management in terms of cleanliness peacefulness and
brightness, and the independent variables, i.e., (1) personal background data : age,
number of years in monkhood, formal education, Buddhist education Pali education
and 2) four aspects of temple order : people in the temple, Buddhist knowledge,

Buddhist rituals and rites, and temple's possessions and property.

The total sample of 200 monks were purposively selected from monks of
20 temples in Phitsanulok which have at least 10 monks who had been in mokhood for at
least one Buddhist Lent period. A questionnaire was employed as an instrument for
data collection. Percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test and Pearson's

correlation were used for data analysis
The findings were summed up as follows :

1. The monks in the sample were 20 - 60 years old. They had been in
mokhood for 1 - 3 Buddhist Lent periods. Most finished high schoo! or vocational

school. They majority completed Buddhist higher education. Few Completed Pali
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education. Most held no administrative position at the temples or in the monk

committee.

2. The overall effectiveness of the three aspects of temple order
management was found to be moderate (X =427 out of 6 points) : cleanliness

(3(_ =4.45), peacefulness (i =4.30), and brightness (i =4.06)

3. Also, the monks were found to have a moderate knowledge and
understanding about the four aspects of temple order management : people in the
temple, Buddhist knowledge, Buddhist rituals and rites, and the temple's possessions

and property.

4. The factors found to be significantly related to the effectiveness of
temple order management were people in the temple (the most important) followed by
Buddhist knowledge, Buddhist rituals and rites, and the temple's possessions and

property respectively

5. Recommendations for better management of temple order were as

follows :

1) the monk committee should screen those who want to be

ordained and a correct knowledge and understanding of Buddhist teachings, including

practices should be given to monks :

2) Modern media should be used to spread Buddhism.

3) Procedures of religious rituals and rites should be reduced
to fit the current worlid.

4) Constructions in the temple vicinity should be improved and

zoning shouid be used to keep the temple clean, tidy and shady



