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The study was conducted for the following objectives, 1) to find out the level of people’s
participation on conserving Huay Ton Yang and Huay Mae Kaew natural reserved forests in Phan
District, Chiangrai Province, 2) to identify the factors affecting their participation and 3) to point out
the problem in encouraging people to participate in conserving forest resources. The researcher
distributed questionnaires to 396 people living in the area of Huay Ton Yang and Huay Mae Kaew
ﬁational reserved forests in Phan District, Chiangrai Province. The data were analyzed by using

frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, and F-test (One-way ANOVA).

The findings were summarized below.

1. The people in Huay Ton Yang and Huay Mae Kaew national revered forests participated
in conserving forest resources at a moderate level. They participated in gaining the benefits at a high
level but in conserving them and in analyzing the problems and finding solutions at a low level.

2. The factors significantly related to the people’s  participation in conserving forest
resources were hometown, education, primary occupation, income, social status or position, receiving
training, getting related information, and knowledge and understanding about conserving forest
resources. In contrast, sex, age, and being a committee member or ordinary member of a social group

had no impact on their participation in conserving forest resources.



(4)

168603

3. Problems and obstacles People in the area had little knowledge about the forest
resources law and penalties of deforestation. There was lack of cooperation among community
Jeaders, the conservation organizations and the community people. The people lacked information in
élanning and problem analysis. No government agency seriously handle the problems. The people
did not get news about the activities of the agency concerned. Deforestation was still prevailing. The
people did not know which agency to contact. The operational budget was not enough and did not
cover all the areas. People still thought of their own benefits rather than the public’s, so they did not

want to acknowledge the problems. They also feared influential groups.

Recommendations

1) The government should set a clear policy and a master plan for forest resource
conservation. Also, enough budget and personnel should be allocated to the local area. The action
plan in the area should involve the people’s participation and the networks.

2) The roles of the people, the community, the local administrative organizations, and the
public organizations should be clearly defined and all the parties should participate in setting
conservation projects and implement them.

3) The people should be encouraged to seriously and continuously participate in all the
operational stages, from problem analysis. finding solutions, growing forests, and maintain them to
inspecting the expenses and prevention of deforestation in order to solve the problems effectively.
The people, thus, can live happily with the forests.

4) The people should be trained on forest resources conservation and be informed that it is
the people who must be responsible for conserving the forests.

5) Severe penalties should be given to those who were involved in deforestation. Especially,

the influential groups should be gotten rid of .



