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The three objectives of the study were 1) to find out the level of pedple’s participation in
preventing and extinguishing forest fires in the area under the Doi Tung Development Project in
Mae Fa Luang District, Chiangrai Province ; 2) to identify the factors influencing their participation
in preventing their extinguishing forest fires, and 3) to reveal the problems of people’s participation in
such an activity.

| The data were collected from 386 people living in the area. Percentage, frequency, mean,
standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One-way ANOVA) were used to analyze the data.

The samples in the study were primarily farmers, wage-eamners and small traders. Nearly all
were poorly educated. Most were male and the average age was 41.46. They were married and lived
with their spouses. The average income was 6,969.28 baht. More than half earned less than 5,000
baht. They had lived in the area for more than 10 years. The majority were neither members nor
committee member members of any social group. Nearly half had never undergone training on
preventing and extinguishing forest fires.

The findings were summed up as follows:

1. The people were found to participate in preventing and extinguishing forest fires at a low
level. They took part most in joining the prevention and extinguishing of forest fires, followed by
cooperating to set some measures, methods or a plan, and spreading news and knowledge,

respectively.
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2. Thé factors that were related to the people’s participation in preventing and extinguishing
forest fires were gender, age, marital status, education, membership/committee of a social group,
attending a training cause or a seminar in preventing and extinguishing forest fires, receiving related
news and information and knowledge and understanding about forest fire prevention and,
extinguishing forest fire respectively. On the contrary, primary occupation, income, number of
residential years in the area, and using forest resources were found to have no impact on their
participation.

3. Problems and obstacles. It is hard to preventing and extihguishing forest fires while the

government has only recently allowed the people to participate in the activity.
Recommendations

1. The people should be more e'ncohraged to participate in preventing and extinguishing
forest fires. Volunteer groups should be formed and work With the active existing groups for highest
efficiency. |

2. Training should be given to the people so that they with have a correct knowledge and
understanding of how to prevent and extinguish forest fires. Effective media should be employed.
The training should be aggressively and constantly carried out. .

3. There should be an effective communication system to contact the network and related

-—

agencies in order to give warnings in time.



