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Title of Research Paper - Psychosocial Correlates of Appropriate Perceive

Child Rearing Practices from Parents to Teenage

Students
Author ' - Miss Phornmon Ob-aom
Degree - Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2004

This study aims at examining antecedents of rearing practices perceiving on
appropriate peer relationship. There were three objectives in this study. First, to examine
the influence of psychological factors on of perceived child rearing practices on
appropriate peer relationship. Secondly, to study the influence of situational factors in
term of those relationships amongst parents, parents-children, and peer group on
perceived child rearing practices on appropriate peer relationship. Finally, to investigate
the interactional relationships among psychological and situational factors those affect
perceived child rearing practices on appropriate peer reliationship.

This correlative comparative study was based on The Interactionism Model as a
conceptual framework: Several variables in this study were also from many important
theories, such as, psychological theory of moral and work: behaviors, psycho-social
development theory, moral reasoning development theory, and theory of reasoned
action.

The sample of this study was a group of 494 students, studying in grade 8 from
secondary school in Bangkok. The stratified quota random sampling method was used
in this study. Questionnaires were mostly administered in the form of Summated Rating

Scale. The items in each questionnaire were carefully selected from two criteria: item
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discrimination, and item-total correlation. Range of reliability for each questionnaire was
between .76 - .93

There were five groups of variables. Perceived child raring were the first group,
consisting of two teenagers’ perceptions: love and reasoning oriented child rearing
practices and child rearing on appropriate peer group practice. The second group of
variables was situational factors, consisting of four variables: perception of parental
relations, perception of parent-child relations, model from parents, and peer group. The
third group of variables was psychological traits, consisting of three variables: mental
health, future orientation and self-control, and internal locus of control. The fourth group
of psychological states was group of variables, consisting of two variables: favorable
attitudes toward parents and favorable attitude toward child rearing practice on
appropriate peer group. Socio-background variables of the samples were the final
group.

Base on literature review, six hypotheses were obtained. Three statistical
approaches were performed to analyze data in total and subgroups: Three-way Analysis
of Variance with post hoc test as Scheffe’. Multiple Regression Analysis in terms of
standard and stepwise and Discriminant Analysis.

Results from this study indicated 6 important findings.

First, all three psychological traits could account for 1) Perceived love child-
rearing practices, with the highest predictive percentage of 27.6% in female students.
The important predictors were future orientation and self-control, mental health, and
internal locus of control. 2) Perceived on reasoning oriented child rearing practices, with
the highest predictive percentage of 27.7% in high GPA students. The important
predictors were internal locus of control, mental health and future orientation and self-
control. 3) Perceived child rearing practice on appropriate peer group, with the highest
predictive percentage of 38.8% in high socio-economic status students. The important
predictors were internal locus of control and future orientation and self-control.

Second, all four situational factors could account for 1) Perceived on love child-

rearing practices, with the highest predictive percentage of 48.8% in female students
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and high GPA students. The important predictors were perception of parent-child
relation, peer group, perception of parental relations and models for parents.
2) Perceived on reasoning oriented child rearing practices, with highest predictive
percentage of 36% in female students. The important predictors were perception of
parent—child relation and model from parents. 3) Perceived child rearing practice on
appropriate peer group, with the highest predictive percentage of 51.1% in high socio-
economic status students. The important predictors were perception of parent-child
relation, peer group and models from parents.

Third, students reporting higher degree of either one of future orientation and
self control, mental health or internal locus of control were the one who had higher
perception of love-reasoning oriented child rearing practices than their opposite.

Fourth, students reporting higher degree of either one of perception of child-
parents relations, model from parents and appropriated peer group were the one who
had higher perception of love-reasoning oriented child rearing practices and more
perception of child rearing on appropriate peer group than their opposite. Moreover
students with higher degree in love oriented child rearing were the one who reporting
higher degree of either one of perceptions of parental relations, perception of child-
parents relations and appropriated peer group.

Fifth, all nine variables consisting of three psychological traits, four situational
factors, and two psychological states, could account for, in total sample, 1) Perceived
on love child-rearing practice with 49.9% accuracy. It was found that, these nine
variables yielded the highest predictive percentage of 63.8% i‘n students with high GPA.
The important predictors were favorable attitudes toward parents, favorable attitude
toward child rearing practice on appropriate peer group and perception of child-parents
relations. 2) Perceived on reasoning oriented child rearing practice with 45.7%
accuracy. It was found that, these nine variables yielded the highest predictive
percentage of 54.7% in students with high educated father. The important predictors
were perception of child-parents relations, models from parents, appropriate peer

group, favorable attitudes toward parents, mental health and internal locus of control.
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3) Perceived child rearing practices on appropriate peer group with 48.5% accuracy.
it was found that, these nine variables yielded the highest predictive percentage of
61.1% in students with high socio-economic status. The important predictors were
favorable attitudes toward child rearing practice on appropriate peer group, favorable
attitudes toward parents and internal locus of control.

Finally, it was found that two group of student reported less perception of
appropriate child rearing. They were students who lack of close relation with parents
and student with low GPA.

Recommendations for Practice;

First, for at risk groups of students who reported less perception of appropriate
child rearing, three immediate approaches are suggested: 1) for student who lack of
close relation with parents and student with low GPA should be promoted, and 2) The
two groups should be heightened their favorable attitudes towards parents and
favorable attitudes towards child rearing practices on appropriated peer group as the
first priority. 3) The two groups should be encouraged by many means such as
participating in family activities particularly in child-parents relations in order to improve
the understanding between parents and child.

Second, for general students, improving relationship between parents and child,
heightening internal locus of control and future orientation-self control are recommended
in order to improve the two favorable attitudes and appropriate perceive on child rearing
respectively.

Suggestion for future study;

First, the evaluative experiment study is recommended to evaluate perception of
parental relations as it was found to have negative correlation with appropriated child
rearing in many sub-groups. As though the next study in this topic area should bring this
variable to be considered.

Second, other potentially important variables that researcher may add in the next

study in this topic area, for example, social experiences, ego identity and moral reason.
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Third, other technical information should also be gathered from parents in order

to strengthen prediction ability.



