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The two objectives of the study were 1) to examine the economical behavior of
secondary school students; and 2) to identify psycho-social factors which correlate to the
economical behavior of the secondary school students.

The framework of the study composed of the dependent variable, i.e., the economical
behavior; the independent variables, i.e., attitudes towards economical behavior, seeing family
members as model, accurate peer choice, future orientation and self-control and need for
achievement; and the moderating variables, i.e., gender, GPA and family income.

The sample group included 300 students of grade 8 and 9. A questionnaire was used for
data collection. Percentages, mean and standard deviation, Pearson’s product moment correlation
and Stepwised Multiple Regression Analysis were applied for data analysis.

The findings were summed up as follows:

About 57.7% of secondary school students were females with a GPA of 2.73. About 49%
of the subjects were within the family income earnings bracket of 10,000 to 30,000 Baht per
month. The sccondary school students had a moderate level of economical behavior
(mean=3.49 out of 6).

The five independent variables of the psycho-social factors i.e., attitudes towards
economical behavior, seeing family members as model, future orientation and self-control and
need for achievement were at the high level (mean=of 4.66, 4.57, 4.54 and 4.19, respectively).

While, the accurate peer choice were at the moderate level with a mean of 3.58.
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The five psycho-social factors were positively correlated to the economical behavior at
the 0.01 level.

Result from MRA revealed that the five psycho-social factors could account for the
variance of the economical behavior in the total sample with the accuracy of 51.5%. These
predictors named from the most important to the least as follows: need for achievement, seeing
family members as model, attitudes towards economical behavior, future orientation and
self-control and accurate peer choice respectively.

Furthermore, the highest percentage of predictor from 5 variables was found in the
high-income family group with 58.9% for the economical behavior. From the 5 variables, the
most important predictor was need for achievement, followed by seeing family members as
model, future orientation and self-control.

Recommendations

1. Schools should create activities to build good a habit in making a weekly or monthly
plan in spending money and saving . The teachers should grade the students’ economical behavior
and take this into account in grading in a certain subject.

2. Parents and teachers should be good examples for economical behavior and as well
educate the children about the value of being economical. |

3. Schools should arrange the frugality campaign such as through energy and water
saving. The activities might as well include the issue of certificate or awarding prizes to the

students who join the activities.



