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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the process of developing
communications to convey knowledge of organic agriculture used by local
intellectuals at Donpingdad Local Wisdom Elite Network Center, Phetchaburi
Province; 2) factors that affected that process; and 3) problems with developing
communications to convey knowledge of organic agriculture.

This was a qualitative research. The 20 key informants consisted of 3
groups: (1) 8 local intellectuals at Donpingdad Local Wisdom Elite Network Center in
Phetchaburi Province; (2) 2 people who were instrumental in getting the group’s
status recognized as a Local Wisdom Elite Network Center; and (3) 10 people who
had received organic agriculture training. Data were collected using an in-depth
interview form, a non-participatory observation form and a focus group discussion
form. Data were analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that 1) the process of developing communications to
convey knowledge of organic agriculture used by local intellectuals at Donpingdad
Local Wisdom Elite Network Center can be divided into 3 phases: (1) when the local
intellectuals were receivers of the innovation — they learned about organic agriculture
from community leaders; (2) when the local intellectuals spread the innovation —
farmers joined in a group and successfully persuaded all their neighbors to switch to
organic agriculture; and (3) when the local intellectuals developed and transmitted the
body of knowledge — the group was chosen as a Local Wisdom Elite Network Center
to develop and transmit the body of knowledge by teaching organic agriculture to
people in other communities in Phetchaburi and other provinces. 2) factors that
affected the development of communication consisted of (1) external factors — the
context of the community, the social system, the culture, the innovation itself, support
from the government sector and other outside people; and (2) internal factors — group
leaders and members. 3) problems with developing communications arose from
(1) receivers lacked confidence in the effectiveness of organic agriculture; and
(2) senders had limited channels for developing knowledge.

Keywords: Communication development process, Organic agriculture,
Organic farming, Local scholar, Donpingdad
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