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The two objectives of the study were (1) to examine the participation of people’s
organization in conserving the Ing river in Khun Tan District, Chiangrai Province, and 2) to
identify the factors affecting their participation in conserving the Ing river. A questionnaire
was used to collect the data from 330 members of people's organization in the Ing river
area, Khun Tan District, Chiangrai Province. The data were analyzed by using percentage,
frequency, mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One Way ANOVA)

The findings were summed up below.

About half of the respondents were male (50.3%). The average age was 47.81 and
the standard deviation was 8.57. Nearly half were 51 years old or more (49.7%). Most
married and lived together (81.2%). About 73.0% had an education on of not higher than
primary school. About 26.4% were farmers. About 45.5% earned a monthly income of not
more than 3,000 baht. About 72.4% had lived in the area for more 20 years.

Overall, they received information about natural resource and environment
conservation at a moderate level. They gained benefits form the Ing river at a moderate

level. Most used the river water for cultivation. They were aware of the problems of the Ing
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river at a moderate level. They also had a moderate knowledge and understanding about
river water conservation.

The people’s organizations participated in the conservation of the Ing river at a
moderate level. They participated most in conserving the river, followed by planning for the
river conservation and evaluation, respectively.

The factors affecting their participation significantly were age, marital status,
education, primary occupation, income, number of residential years in the area, receiving
information related to the Ing river conservation, gaining benefits from the Ing river,
awareness of the problems of the Ing river, and knowledge and understanding about river
water conservation, respectively. On the contrary, gender was found to have no
relationship with the people’s organizations’ participation in conserving the ing river.

Recommendations '

1. The agency concerned should set a plan or activities for systematic
conservation of the river and allocate a budget and the personnel to the project. It should
cooperate with the people’s organizations in solving the problems and managing the Ing
river systematically. Cooperation should be sought from the local people, too.

2. The members of the people's organizations and the local people should receive
training to have a correct knowledge and understanding conserving river water and to
realize the importance of river water.

3. More activities should be held in the conserved area and more public relations
should be carried out to make people know about the Ing river problems, about the
importance of conserving the Ing river and about activities in the area.

4. All sectors in the area — the government, the private and the people and the
people’s organization sectors — should participate in setting a plan or activities for
conserving the Ing river, as well as in evaluating the result. The people should be
encouraged to participate continuously in every stage in order to solve the local problems

and respond to the community’'s demand efficiently.



