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The two objectives of the study were (1) to investigate the community’s readiness in
tourism development in the Mae Chan river area in Chiangrai Province, and (2) to identify
the factors related to the community's readiness in tourism development. A questionnaire
was employed to collect the data from 386 people living in the Mae Chan river area in
Chiangrai Province. The descriptive statistics and the inferential statistics to analyze the
data were percentage, frequency, mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One-way
ANOVA).

Findings
Most of the respondents were males, aged 41-50. Also most of them were married
and lived with their spouses. Their education was not beyond primary education. They
were farmers and earned an income of not more than 5,000 baht a month. Most had lived
in the Mae Chan river area for 20 years. About half of them had never attended any
training course or seminar.
The comminuting people were found to participate in tourism development at a
moderate level. They participated most in development planning, followed by follow-up and

evaluation, and implementation, respectively.
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The readiness of the community in tourism development was found to be moderate
in every aspect and as a whole. The most ready aspect was tourist attractions, followed by
the community, support from the public and the private sector, and administration and
management, respectively.

The factors found to be significantly related to the community readiness were sex,
marital status, number of residential years, attending a training course or a seminar on
tourism, sense of belonging to the locality, knowledge and understanding about tourism,

and participation in tourism development.

Recommendations

1. The public and the private sectors, including the people, should cooperate in
tourism development by providing a budget and the personnel to train the community
people and in problem analysis, development planning, implementation and evaluation. All
these should be done systematically, continuously and seriously.

2. The community people should be given training to have a correct knowledge
and understanding of tourism development and to have enough kndwledge and skills in
tourism development in the community.

3. The tourist attractions should be taken care of so that they remain interesting,
clean and tidy and so that the tourists will feel safe to visit them. The folk culture and way

of life should be conserved, as this is considered an important tourist resource.



