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ABSTRACT
Title of Research Paper :  Operation of Tambon Administrative Organizations as Stipulated
in the Act of Elderly People, B.E. 2546 : A Case Study of the
Tambon Administrative Organizations in Mae Lao District,

Chiangrai Province

Author :  Mrs. Sangdearn Paibool
Degree :  Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The three objectives of _ the study were : (1) to find out the operation the tambon
administrative organizations in Mae Lao District, Chiangrai Province, as stipulated in the Act of
Elderly People, B.E. 2546, (2) to identify the factors affecting their operation in accordance with the
Act; and (3) to i.ndicate their problems and obstacles. A‘questionnaire was used to collect .the data
from 186 regulalf government ofﬁcials: and politicians working in the tambon administrative
organizations in Mae Lao District, Chiangrai Province. The data were analyzed by using percentage,

frequency, mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One-Way ANOVA).

The findings were summed up as follows: -

The operation of the tambon administrative organizations in accordance with the Act of
Elderly People B.E. 2546 was found to be moderate in every aspect and as a whole Planning for the
elderly people got the highest mean, followed by self-development and development of elderly
society in communities, and promotion of the transfer of local wisdom, respectively.

The personal factors that contributed to their opinion about the operation were age, marital

status, income, number of working years, opinion about the readiness of the tambon administrative

organization, and knowledge and understanding about the Act. On the contrary, the personal factors



(4)

168828

that had no relationship with their opinion on the operation were sex, education, work position, and
number of working years in the tambon administrative organization.

Problems and obstacles The organizations did not have enough budget to hire the personnel
and to provide welfare for elderly people. The new generation was hardly interested in elderly
people’s local wisdom. The elderly people in the communities still lacked a knowledge and
understanding about self-development. There was lack of care leaders in holding activities for them.
Elderly people in poor communities had low income and health problems. Their children neglected
them. The elderly people had no time to join activities. The personnel of the tambon administrative

organizations lacked knowledge and had a problem in coordinating with elderly people.

Recommendations

1) Small tambon administrative organizations should be given an additional budget to deal
with elderly people, while large ones should use their own budget to do this.

2) Employees of the tambon administrative organizations should be trained to handle the
elderly people problem. The organizations should be permitted to earn an income of their own in
order to use the money in carry out their activities efficiently.

3) There should be cooperation from all parties concerned-public and private sectors,
including the people and the elderly in the local area- in planning and implementing any project for
elderly people seriously and continuously, such as protection, care, support, promoting and
developing elderly people.

4) A list of elderly people with local wisdoms, including the type of local wisdoms, should be
systematically made. People in and outside the community should be informed about this, so that
they will realize the importance of local wisdoms and help retain them for the next generation.

5) The elderly people in the community should be encouraged to form a group to get to‘gether
or hold activities in order to exchange their views and experiences, both among them and with
younger generations. |

6) There should be activities for people in general to prepare themselves to go into the old

age.



