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The study was conducted for the following objectives : (1) to examine
the level of government officials, participation in forest conservation in the Mae Chan
river area, Chiangrai Province; 2) to identify the factors influencing their participation;
and 3) to reveal the problems of their participation in forest conservation. A
questionnaire was employed to gather the data from 153 government officials in the
local area. The data were analyzed by using percentage, Jfrequency, mean standard
deviation, t-test and F-test (One-Way ANOVA).

The findings were summarized below :

Most of the respondents were female. Nearly half were 36-45 years old.
The majority were married and lived with their spouses, They had a Bachelor's degree
or higher. Their work was related to natural resource and environment conservation.
The gross monthly household income was 12,001 ~ 20,000 baht. They lived in the area
for not more than § years. The number of working years was 11-20. Most were not
members of any social group. They used to attend training courses on forest
conservation. They received related information at a modulate level. The media from
which they received information on natural resource and environment conservation most
were television, radio, and newspapers, respectively. Most had a good knowledge and
understanding about natural resource conservation.

Overall, the government officials participated in forest conservation at a

modulate level. They participated most in carrying out forest conservation activities,



(4)

168829

followed by analysis and planning of problem-solving, and follow-up and evaluation,
respectively.

The factors found to significantly influence the government officials’
participation in forest conservation were education, nature of work, number of residential
years in the area, number of working years, getting news and information, and
knowledge and understanding about forest conservation.

The problems of forest conservation participation were that the
government officials hardly participated in analyzing the problems and setting a plan to
solve them and to conserve the forests. They also hardly follow up the performance
seriously and continuously. The govemment officials in the area were often transferred
to work elsewhere, so there was lack of cook continuity and the work did not move in
the same direction. There was scarcity of communication media for public relations to
make the people realize the harmful effects up forest destruction. Some government
officials themselves were wrong doers and lacked of a feeling of the necessity to

conserve forest.
Recommendations

1. The central administration should set a clear plan and activities and
allocate more budget and more personnel to conservation work in the area.

2. More public relations should be carried out. Government officials in
the area should undergo training to have a better knowledge and understanding of
forest conservation and to realize the importance of forest conservation , the destructive
effects of deforestation, and a correct method of cultivation. Different types of media,
especially television and radio, should be used to spread the knowledge.

3. The government officials should play a role in promoting forest
conservation and spread knowledge about it to people in the area.

4. There should be analysis and planning of problem-solving, continuous
implementations of conservation activities, and continuous follow-up and evaluation
based on the principle of participation from the people, the private sector, the public
sector and the government officials in the area. The participation from all these parties

should be at all the stages.



